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Most of you have known and faithfully supported GMC  
for years. You, your spouse or your children might have 
attended school here. You already appreciate our quality 
instruction and focus on character development. You’re 
keenly aware that, thanks to General Boylan’s extraordinary 
vision, the past two decades have seen a revitalization of 
both the school and its mission. 

So I’d like to share the perspective of a newcomer to  
GMC, someone who was introduced to this institution  
only recently.  

My first impression of GMC, even before accepting my 
current position, was the caliber of its people. The faculty 
and staff: intelligent, dynamic, dedicated. The students:  
bright, enthusiastic, determined to put their lives on a 
positive track.  And our supporters: generous, fiercely loyal, 
amazing.  This wasn’t just any college, I realized; it truly did 
represent a gateway to the future.  

It was those initial impressions that fueled my desire to 
become a part of this great school.  Once here, my team and 
I took a deeper look, analyzing both the school’s strengths 
and opportunities.  Our strengths are many, from open 
admission and online programs, to fiscal stability and 
master facilities planning, to innovative teaching styles and 
student engagement.

Our opportunities are also many: increasing graduation and 
transfer rates, enhancing our joint enrollment program, 

promoting our 
reputation more 
widely and 
collaborating with 
other like-minded 
institutions. Of 
special interest to me 
is the opportunity to 
fortify our scholarship 
program, making 
GMC’s academic 
vibrancy even more 
accessible to hardworking students across Georgia and 
worldwide (see Investing in Our Students, page 12).

This year, 2014, marks GMC’s 135th anniversary.  It’s  
the perfect time to reflect on the rich substrate of our 
foundation, appreciate the value of our recent renaissance 
and refine the important details of our future view.  In 2029, 
as we mark our 150th anniversary, what will our students 
and faculty need from us?  What perspective do we want 
newcomers to GMC to have?  How will we make it all 
happen?

The answers, which we’re now tackling, will bring today’s 
preliminary vision into sharper focus. As we work toward 
our goals, I thank you for helping bring that vision—past, 
present and future—to life. 

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E
William B. Caldwell, IV, Lieutenant General, U.S. Army (Ret.)
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With its main campus nestled in the state’s lake country, Georgia Military College (GMC) is one of 
America’s best community colleges and one of only five military junior colleges nationwide.  A liberal 
arts college, GMC embraces a dual focus on advancing intellect and developing character, a unique 
blend exclusive to the institution since its founding in 1879.  

The junior college accepts an elite group of cadets to take part in a Senior ROTC program that 
qualifies select graduates to become U.S. Army officers.  GMC also opens its doors to more than 8,000 
non-military students, who take courses at one of nine campuses across Georgia or online.  A non-
residential prep school that serves 500 students in grades six through 12 is internationally recognized 
for emphasizing creativity and critical thinking.  

GMC is nationally known for its highly engaged faculty and for students who graduate ready to transfer 
to four-year academic institutions, successfully achieving their goals and aspirations.  Its distinguished 
alumni range from corporate executives and military leaders to entrepreneurs and public officials.  
“GMC’s students are fond of saying, “From GMC you can go anywhere,” says Lieutenant General (Ret.) 
William B. Caldwell, IV, GMC President.  “And it’s entirely true.”

With no requirements for admission beyond having earned a high school diploma, or its equivalent, 
and with a highly successful learning support program, Georgia Military College prides itself in 
giving every student who WANTS to attend college the opportunity to do so.  Students must bring a 
willingness to learn, the determination to do so, and a work ethic that supports success.  Faculty, staff, 
and administration promise to help.

Fast Facts

• Over 8,300 students and growing;

• Highly rated by such national publications as Washington Monthly,  The Best Schools, CNN 
Monthly, and CollegeAtlas.org, which ranks GMC among the 25 Top Community Colleges; 
designated by Victory Media as a “2014 Military Friendly School,” a designation earned by 
only 20% of all schools nationwide;

• Outstanding First Year Experience program, one designed to help all students acclimate to 
the demands of the college learning experience and to become involved in the life of GMC;

• Ethics Across the Curriculum program, designed to lead all students to practice ethical 
behaviors throughout their lives;

• A diverse student body, with nearly 47% minority enrollment, representing 17 states and  
11 countries;

• Programs focused on critical thinking, character development, and civic duty;

• Six campuses and three extension centers throughout Georgia and online;

• Class sizes averaging around 14 students, providing opportunity for student-faculty 
conversation both inside and outside of the classroom;

• Approximately 125 full-time faculty members and nearly 200 adjuncts, qualified to teach in 
their disciplines and concerned about student learning;

• Highly successful prep school, grades 6-12, for those residing in the Milledgeville area;

• Three associate’s degrees:  AA, AS and AAS;

• Twenty-seven academic majors;

• Both traditional and online courses and programs;

• Opportunities for involvement in intercollegiate athletics for both males and females at the 
Milledgeville campus.
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General Jacoby hails from Detroit, Mich. and was commis-
sioned a second lieutenant upon graduation from the United 
States Military Academy in 1978. His military education in-
cludes the Infantry Basic and Advanced courses, the Command 
and General Staff College, the School of Advanced Military 
Studies, and the National War College. He holds a master’s 
degree in history from the University of Michigan.

His command experience includes Commander, A Company, 
2d Battalion (Airborne), 325th Infantry, 82nd Airborne Divi-
sion, Fort Bragg, North Carolina and Operation URGENT 
FURY, Grenada; Commander, 1st Battalion, 504th Parachute 
Infantry Regiment, 82nd Airborne Division, Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina; Commander, Joint Task Force-Bravo, United States 
Southern Command, Honduras and Operation FUERTE 
APOYO (Strong Support), Hurricane Mitch; and Commanding 
General, United States Army Alaska and Deputy Commander, 
United States Alaskan Command; Commanding General, I 
Corps, including a combat tour in Iraq serving as the Com-
manding General, Multi-National Corps-Iraq. He most recently 
completed his tour as Director, Strategic Plans and Policy (J5); 
Senior Member, U.S. Delegation to the United Nations Military 
Staff Committee, The Joint Staff.

General Jacoby’s awards and decorations include the Defense 
Distinguished Service Medal, Distinguished Service Medal, 
Defense Superior Service Medal (with two Oak Leaf Clusters), 
Legion of Merit, Bronze Star Medal (with Oak Leaf Cluster), 
Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal 
(with Five Oak Leaf Clusters), Joint Service Commendation 
Medal (with Oak Leaf Cluster), Army Commendation Medal 
(with Four Oak Leaf Clusters), Army Achievement Medal (with 
two Oak Leaf Clusters), Combat Infantryman Badge, Expert In-
fantryman Badge, Master Parachutist Badge, Air Assault Badge, 
Ranger Tab, and the Joint Chiefs of Staff Identification Badge. 

GENERAL CHARLES H. JACOBY, JR. 
Commander, North American Aerospace Defense 

Command and U.S. Northern Command

(Top) General Jacoby and General Caldwell 

(Above) Mr. Richard M. Cha’vez, U.S. Department of Homeland Security, 
presents General Caldwell with the Department of Homeland Security 
Distinguished Service Medal.

 MILITARY RETIREMENT
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GMC Inducts Its 
21st President Lieutenant 
General William B. Caldwell, IV 

History was in the making on November 14, 2013, as 
Lieutenant General William B. Caldwell, IV was inducted 
as the 21st president in GMC’s 134-year history. 

To mark General Caldwell’s retirement from active duty in the U.S. Army 
and officially induct him as president, GMC held a special ceremony in his 
honor. During the ceremony, General Caldwell made national history by 
becoming one of the few recipients of the Department of Homeland Security’s 
Distinguished Service Medal, with citation for extraordinary meritorious 
service. This is one of the highest awards that can be bestowed upon a member 
of the U.S. Armed Forces. He received the award for his work as the 
Commanding General of U.S. Army North (5th Army), U.S. Northern 
Command’s Joint Force Land Component Command and Army Service 
Component Command, Joint Base, San Antonio, Texas, from December 2011 
to August 2013. 

In addition, Rev. Stephanie H. Caldwell was presented with the 
Decoration for Distinguished Civilian Service for extraordinary contributions 
to U.S. Army North and 5th Army, Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 

General Caldwell officially began work as GMC’s president on November 
1, 2013. He succeeded Major General Peter J. Boylan, who retired after 
serving in that role for more than 20 years.

Lieutenant General William B. Caldwell, IV retired from the 
United States Army on November 1, 2013.  Prior to his retirement 
he served as Commander of United States Army North (Fifth Army) 
from December 2011 to September 2013.  His assignment previous 
to that was as Commander, North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
Training Mission-Afghanistan and Combined Security Transition 
Command-Afghanistan during OPERATION ENDURING 
FREEDOM from November 2009 to November 2011. His 
responsibilities entailed the oversight of establishing a legitimate, 
sustainable and effective Afghan National Security Force comprised 
of the Afghan National Army, the Afghan Air Force, and the Afghan 
National Police. 

His prior deployments and assignments include Commanding 
General for the US Army Combined Arms Center and Fort 
Leavenworth responsible for the training and education of the 
Army’s 18 schools, centers and training programs throughout the 
United States; serving as Deputy Chief of Staff for Strategic Effects 
and spokesperson for the Multi-National Force – Iraq during 
OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM; Commanding General of the 
82nd Airborne Division, that included commanding the federal 
response in New Orleans during Hurricanes Katrina and Rita; Senior 
Military Assistant to the Deputy Secretary of Defense; Deputy 
Director for Operations for the United States Pacific Command; 
Assistant Division Commander, 25th Infantry Division; Executive 
Assistant to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; a White House 
Fellow, the White House; Politico-Military Officer in Haiti during 
OPERATION RESTORE/UPHOLD DEMOCRACY; Brigade 
Operations Officer, 3rd Brigade, 82nd Airborne Division during 
OPERATIONS DESERT SHIELD and DESERT STORM; and 
Chief of Plans for the 82nd Airborne Division during OPERATION 
JUST CAUSE in Panama.

Lieutenant General Caldwell’s decorations include the 
Department of Homeland Security Distinguished Service Medal, 
the Defense Distinguished Service Medal, Distinguished Service 
Medal (with two Oak Leaf Clusters), the Defense Superior Service 
Medal (with two Oak Leaf Clusters), the Legion of Merit (with Oak 
Leaf Cluster), the Bronze Star Medal (with two Oak Leaf Clusters), 
Military Outstanding Volunteer Service Medal, Presidential 
Service Identification Badge, Office of the Secretary of Defense 
Identification Badge, Joint Chiefs of Staff Identification Badge, the 
Combat Infantryman Badge, and Master Parachutist Badge. Other 
awards include: the NATO Meritorious Service Medal (with Bronze 
Star), Ghazi Mir Bacha Khan Medal-Afghanistan, European Union 
Police Mission-Afghanistan Medal, the Polish Armed Forces Gold 
Medal, and several foreign Parachute Wings.  He is also a member of 
the Council on Foreign Relations.

Lieutenant General Caldwell was commissioned as an Infantry 
Officer from the United States Military Academy at West Point in 
June 1976 with a Bachelor of Science in Engineering. He also earned 
Master’s Degrees from the United States Naval Postgraduate School 
and from the School for Advanced Military Studies at the United 
States Army Command and General Staff College. He also attended 
the John F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University, as a 
Senior Service College Fellow.

He and his wife, Reverend Stephanie Hudson Caldwell, are both 
originally from Columbus, Ga. They have five children.



PRESIDENTIAL INDUCTION

Georgia State 
Representative 
Rusty Kidd and 
Speaker David Ralston 
with General Caldwell 
following the 
presentation of a 
resolution commending 
General Caldwell by 
the Georgia House 
of Representatives
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(Above) A traditional passing of the 
Mace service symbolized the transfer 
of authority from GMC’s interim 
president, COL Fred Van Horn,  
to General Caldwell.  Pictured are  
Mr. Randy New, Board of Trustees 
Chairman; General Caldwell; and  
Dr. Mike Holmes, VP for Academic 
Affairs and Dean of Faculty
(Left) Pictured with the Caldwells is 
the event’s distinguished guest speaker 
General Charles H. Jacoby, Jr., 
Commander of United States Northern 
Command and Commander of North 
American Aerospace Defense 
Command.

A RESOLUTION FROM THE GEORGIA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Commending Lieutenant General William B. Caldwell IV and inviting him to be recognized by the House of Representatives; 
and for other purposes.

WHEREAS, Lieutenant General William B. Caldwell IV retired from the United States Army on November 1, 2013; and

WHEREAS, he was commissioned as an Infantry Officer from the United States Military Academy at West Point in 1976 with a 
Bachelor of Science degree; he later earned two master’s degrees from the United States Naval Postgraduate School and the 
School for Advanced Military Studies at the United States Army Command and General Staff College and attended the John F. 
Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University, as a Senior Service College Fellow; and

WHEREAS, prior to his retirement, LTG Caldwell served as Commander of United States Army North (Fifth Army) from 
December, 2011, to September, 2013; and

WHEREAS, before his position as Commander of the Fifth Army, LTG Caldwell was Commander of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization Training Mission Afghanistan and Combined Security Transition Command Afghanistan during Operation Enduring 
Freedom 16 from November, 2009, to November, 2011; and

WHEREAS, during his time with the NATO Training Mission Afghanistan, LTG Caldwell oversaw the establishment of a legitimate, 
sustainable, and effective Afghan National Security Force composed of the Afghan National Army, the Afghan Air Force, and 
the Afghan National Police; and

WHEREAS, LTG Caldwell has been the recipient of numerous awards and decorations, including the Homeland Security 
Distinguished Service Medal, Defense Distinguished Service Medal, Defense Superior Service Medal, Legion of Merit, and 
Bronze Star Medal.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES that the members of this body commend Lieutenant 
General William B. Caldwell IV for his brave and dedicated service to this nation and invite him to be recognized by the House 
of Representatives at a date and time to be determined by the Speaker of the House.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the House of Representatives is authorized
and directed to transmit an appropriate copy of this resolution to Lieutenant General William B. Caldwell IV .



ELIZ ABETH SHEPPARD, CFRE
Vice President for Advancement

Executive Director, GMC Foundation

The iconic lines of GMC’s gothic gateways, with
their pointed arches designed to spread the force of
the entire structure, are quite pleasing to the eye. But
their greater importance lies in what these gateways
represent: a point of passage, a means of access to the
future.

The figurative gateways at GMC are many,
leading to enhanced knowledge, honed critical
thinking skills, greater social awareness, elevated
character development and lasting relationships.
For each of our students, GMC truly is a point of
passage to a brighter future.

Thankfully, you—our loyal alumni and friends—
have come forward to help support the weight of
these gateways and to touch individual lives. Case in
point: your generosity has allowed Dexter Weems to
become the first member of his family to go to
college (see Dexter’s story on page 15). It’s helping
Linda Colwell attend college for the first time at 42
(see Linda’s story on page 14). And it’s giving
administrators, like Ron Hundley and Leslie Hafer
(pages 16 and 32) the route to extend our important
work across GMC locations statewide.

Your support has also helped build the Kidd
Center, giving students the means to improve their
bodies, health and wellbeing, together with their
minds.

Since 1879, Georgia Military College has served
as a gateway to the future. Now, as we mark our
135th anniversary, we stand much like those pointed
arches, made stronger and more effective by our
system of shared support.
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Bill Usery has dedicated his life to building relationships 
and helping others achieve their goals.  From his prominent 
career in labor relations to his private philanthropic work, Mr. 
Usery, together with wife Fran, has positively impacted untold 
numbers of lives.

One example of many is the Usery Assistance Fund, 
which the Userys established in 2012, helping GMC Prep 
School students whose families who are in need due to 
difficult or unforeseen circumstances. 

In 2013, GMC provided support to 11 students through 
the Usery Assistance Fund, allowing us to give those 
deserving young people a hand when their families needed it 
the most. And thanks to the Userys’ continuing support, 
approximately the same number of students will receive 
critical assistance this year. 

To recognize this man who has given so much, General 
Caldwell recently presented Mr. Usery with the Department 
of Army’s Outstanding Civil Service Medal, which Mr. Usery 

says he “will be proud to wear on the outside, but it will always 
be remembered as I hold it in a very special place on the 
inside next to my heart.” 

Meanwhile, GMC students themselves joined a special 
celebration for Mr. Usery’s 90th birthday in December, lining 
campus sidewalks and singing “Happy Birthday” as Mr. Usery 
walked past. True to form, the guest of honor’s focus was on 
the students.  “Those young students with their smiling faces 
and eyes portraying such hope and promise will remain 

etched in my mind forever,” Mr. Usery 
wrote in a letter to General Caldwell. “The 
hope and promise for a better world is alive 
and well in those young cadets as they are 
receiving a life-changing, strong foundation 
at Georgia Military College.  And, as it did 
for me, it will carry them as far as they want 
to go.  We can all be proud!”

Mr. and Mrs. Usery, for your 
commitment to serving others and the 
generous hearts that inspire it, GMC 
salutes you!

Usery Assistance Fund Reflects A Truly 
Giving Heart

(Above) W.J. “Bill” and Fran Usery ________________

(Far Left) Mr. Usery and GMC Prep 
School students________________

(Left) General Caldwell, Mr. Usery, 
General Peter Boylan

creating        gateways
A point of passage to a brighter future.



A Million Dollars Quickly Becomes Real  

With the match program in place, the dollars will add up fast.  
If each location raises the full amount of the match during both 
FY14 and FY15, we will have a scholarship fund worth almost a 
million dollars. 

“This is an extraordinary opportunity for a donor to help 
a student who otherwise wouldn’t be able to afford a GMC 
education,” said COL Fred Van Horn, GMC executive vice 
president.  “Because we’re matching their gifts for the next two 
years, donors will also be supporting the scholarship endowment, 
allowing them to leave a mark on the institution for years to come. 
A million dollars is a tremendous amount of funding; the impact 
of giving will be priceless.” 

Gifts Create Gateways
Each and every donation to the GMC Scholarship Fund 

opens the door for students truly motivated to apply themselves. 
In every case, our students appreciate the advantages a higher 
education offers, but simply can’t afford to pursue them.  

We know from experience that without financial assistance, 
these students might never have the opportunity to earn a college 
degree or to explore their full potential. For them, receiving a 
GMC scholarship will stand as pivotal moment in their life’s story.  

Please consider a donation to the GMC Scholarship Fund. In 
2014 and 2015, your donation will be highly leveraged, with gifts 
matched up to $25,000 each year, for a total of $50,000 at each 
of our nine locations.  (Your gift can be divided among the nine 
locations, or you may specify the location you choose to support.) 

For further information, contact Sally Thrower, Associate  
Vice President for Advancement, at sthrower@gmc.cc.ga.us or  
478-445-0208.

More than 75% of GMC students receive financial assistance 
through loans, grants, work-study and scholarships.  “Yet because 
many of these programs haven’t kept pace with costs, doors are 
closing. Futures are being rerouted,” said Lieutenant General 
William B. Caldwell, IV, GMC President.  “And that’s not 
acceptable.” 

Based on that worrisome future view, President Caldwell is 
launching a major initiative to fortify GMC’s scholarship and 
endowment programs at all our locations between now and the 
end of academic year 2015 through the Georgia Military College 
Foundation’s Scholarship Program.  “The GMC Foundation 
has long provided scholarships to qualified students at the 
Milledgeville campus, but this is the first time we’ve expanded 
scholarship funding to disadvantaged students at all nine GMC 
locations,” President Caldwell said. 

At President Caldwell’s direction, GMC and the GMC 
Foundation are putting their money where their priorities are, 
offering to match all funds received, dollar for dollar, up to $50,000 
per campus to create campus scholarship endowments. “This 
program expansion will have a significant impact on Georgia 
Military College and our statewide footprint, improving access to 
higher education for students now and for years to come,” he said. 
“By opening the door to higher education, the scholarship fund 
will favorably position deserving students for in-demand career 
opportunities in today’s increasingly competitive job market.”

The Need is Real, The Impact Profound
Despite GMC’s status as a public institution with a statewide 

footprint, the State of Georgia provides less than five percent of 
the school’s operating budget. Further, the economic downturn 
has hit Georgia particularly hard, with about 30 percent of 
Baldwin County residents living below the poverty level and 8.6 
percent unemployed.

The GMC Foundation Scholarship Program expansion will 
offer a well-deserved leg up to junior college students, particularly 

those considered “non-traditional students.” “These adult learners 
are attending school while working full time and often caring for 
children or their own parents,” said President Caldwell. “Most 
non-traditional students are balancing the cost of education with 
other financial obligations, such as basic living expenses. That 
equation makes it very difficult for them to get ahead. But with 
just a bit of financial support toward gaining a higher education, 
they can significantly improve their entire family’s future.”

The Plan Unveiled 

The scholarship strategy’s objectives are two-fold:

• Generate support to be distributed to students annually.

• Establish a $50,000+ endowment for each of GMC’s nine 
locations. The endowment will fund scholarships
in perpetuity through investment income. 

Here’s how the plan will unfold: each campus will work 
with our Office of Advancement to secure gifts toward its own 
scholarship fund.  To jumpstart the effort, GMC will match 
contributions, dollar for dollar, up to $12,500 per campus. 
The GMC Foundation will match up to $12,500 as well, 
for a total of $25,000 in matching funds for each campus or 
extension center through June 30, 2014.  Then the plan will be 
repeated in 2015, with the potential for $50,000 in scholarship 
distributions and a $50,000 scholarship endowment for each 
campus.  The matching dollars will help build each GMC 
location’s scholarship endowment, while private contributions 
will be used to fund annual scholarships. 

In addition to the public fundraising campaign, each GMC 
campus will also launch an employee giving campaign, allowing 
faculty and staff to lend a hand to the very students they’re helping 
educate. Further, administrators at each campus will have the 
flexibility to establish their own awards criteria, allowing them 
the discretion to influence recipient selection and set scholarship 
amounts.  

 INVESTING in our STUDENTS

GMC Launches Multi-Campus Scholarship Program; 
Partners with GMC Foundation to Provide Matching Funds
For many prospective college students, it’s a perfect storm.  The cost of higher education is rising. 
Their family income is stretched. But they don’t qualify for adequate government aid. In short, 
access to college for these bright, eager students is hindered by affordability. 

P A R T N E R I N G  F O R  S U C C E S S
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Here’s How to Help

Make a secure gift online at 
www.gmcfoundation.org

       Or 

Contact Denise Wansley at 478.445.0204 
to make a credit card gift by phone. 

       Or  

Mail a check to:
GMC Foundation, 201 E. Greene St.
Milledgeville, GA 31061

“If 100% of our match is met with gifts, we will have nearly  
a million dollars in support of scholarships—a tremendous  
amount with a truly priceless impact.”-- General Caldwell



Linda Colwell always wanted to go to college, but the timing was never right.  A mom at 18, 
Linda worked nights as an x-ray tech to put her husband through school. Soon, two more 
children arrived and Linda helped put all three through GMC.  “I would never have gone 
back to school while my children were at home,” Linda explained. “Their education came 
before mine.” 

All the while, Linda kept her high school transcript—she graduated with honors—in her 
nightstand drawer, hoping one day to go back. But for more than 20 years, the dream of 
earning a college diploma remained distant. “I don’t regret the decision I made at all,” she 
said. “I’ve always put my children first and they got a wonderful education at GMC.” 

In 2013, with her oldest finishing grad school and the younger two away at college, Linda 
felt the familiar pull of the classroom. The timing was right, but the affordability was 
impossible. “So I decided to apply for a GMC Foundation scholarship and if I didn’t get it, it 
just wasn’t meant to be,” she said.

Turned out, Linda’s dreams were meant to be; she received two scholarships, just as the 
fall semester began. “I was beyond thrilled. I almost started crying on my first day because 
I was so excited to be in a classroom again,” she laughed.  

Aside from the sheer joy Linda’s education is providing, it will also serve as a gateway to 
career advancement.  “My salary has been capped because my education was limited. 
With a degree, I can make more in my field or use it as a springboard to become a nurse, 
which would be amazing,” Linda said.  “Going back to school has opened doors to a world 
I didn’t even realize existed!”

Linda’s children are her biggest cheerleaders. They love that their mom is furthering her 
education, sometimes with their friends as classmates. “They’re always well behaved in 
class, probably because they think I’ll tell their mothers if they’re not!” she chuckled.

Her young classmates aren’t the only ones stepping it up in the classroom. “Knowing that I 
have these scholarships makes me work that much harder,” she said. “I’m forever grateful 
and want to represent my scholarship donors well. I want to make them proud.”

Scholarship helps mom of three realize 20-year dream of college education

Amanda, Chase, 
Linda, Drew and 
Chris Colwell

The odds of Dexter Weems going 
to college weren’t great.  No one in 
his family had gone past high school 
and, as a member of Junior ROTC, it 
would’ve been easy enough for Dexter 
to go straight into the military.  But 
this young man knew he wanted a 
college education. “I wanted to start a 
new tradition for my generation of the 
family…go to college, become an officer, 
take my life in a new direction,” said the 
GMC sophomore cadet.  

So when his Junior ROTC chief told him 
about GMC, Dexter was all in.  And he’s 
already making good on his carefully 
planned career.  “After I graduate from 
GMC, I want to go either to Auburn 
or Georgia State to major in criminal 
justice,” he said.  “Then, I’ll join the 
Marines as an officer. And after about 25 
years of active duty, I’ll retire and work 
as a member of a SWAT Team or on a K9 
unit with law enforcement.” 

It’s exactly that “find a way to get it 
done” attitude that prompted Dexter to 
apply for a scholarship at GMC in 2013.  
“Our regimental commander let us know 
there were funds available, so I wanted 
to be among the first to apply,” he said.  
“I was fortunate enough to get two scholarships, which I’m really thankful for.  
Without this help, I would’ve had to use up the money I’d saved for to finish my 
education and start my future.” 

Dexter’s work ethic and leadership skills are also propelling him up the cadet 
ranks, where he now serves as a First Sergeant and plebe trainer.  “It’s my job 
to be a leader to the plebes, to teach them the skills and character traits GMC 
instills in us,” he said.

And it’s those very character traits that have brought Dexter to this point in his 
life—and will undoubtedly guide his successful future.  “I like to keep moving 
forward, getting things done a hundred and ten percent,” he said. “And one day, 
I want to be able to give back to those who helped me.  I want to be that type 
of person.”  

Today, Dexter is in his second year at GMC and on track to fulfill his plan to 
continue on at a four-year institution and commission in the U.S. Marine Corps.

Dexter Weems

Scholarship helps cadet make family history

 INVESTING in our STUDENTS
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At GMC’s Columbus campus, 
administrators are practicing what 
they teach: innovative thinking.  

In 2013, the school’s challenges were complex. “We 
have real competition for students and wanted to up 
our game,” said Ron Hundley, Director, GMC Columbus 
campus. “More specifically, we needed to improve our 
ability to attract and retain well-qualified students, 
increase graduation rates, and promote ourselves 
among civilians and high school counselors.”

Additionally, the school’s Student Ambassador Program, 
which paid students to help with freshman orientation, 
was facing high ambassador turnover and lackluster 
enthusiasm. 

The solution was brilliantly straightforward. “We’ve 
developed a scholarship program that designates 
one full-ride scholarship for each of our 17 area high 
schools,” explained Ron. “We’re working with high 
school counselors to get the word out…applicants 
must be academically qualified for HOPE and agree to 
volunteer eight hours a week as student ambassadors.” 

Briana Shoulders is one of GMC’s first scholarship 
recipients and a proud GMC ambassador. In high school, 

Briana was an honor student, athlete and active extracurricular leader, with any 
number of college options. “I’d injured my knee and wanted to live at home, at least 
initially. I really wasn’t sure what I was going to do.”  

When she learned about GMC’s scholarship, she took a closer look at the school 
that had been in her backyard all along. Then, Briana’s competitive spirit took over.  
“I knew there could be plenty of other kids applying for this scholarship, so I worked 
really hard on my application,” she said.  “I really, really wanted it.” 

Landing the scholarship has been a big win, for both Briana and GMC.  “I love it here.  
It’s challenging, but not overwhelming,” she said.  And Briana is a highly enthusiastic 
GMC ambassador, recruiting new students, giving campus tours, working in the 
office and helping orchestrate special events. Meantime, word of the scholarship 
program has spread, with applications already up sharply in 2014.

So where does Briana plan to go from here?  Either UGA or the University of Texas at 
Austin to become a special education teacher.  “This scholarship was what brought 
me to GMC and now I’m happy to tell other students about my experience,” she said.  
“You know, scholarships really do ensure a child’s education—and their future.”  

GMC’s Columbus Campus Earns High Marks for Innovative Scholarship Program

 INVESTING in our STUDENTS

GMC Ranks Among the Best
For several thousand students every year—and validated by a variety of national accolades—GMC is a vital 
stepping stone designed to prepare students for a more advanced education or to transition directly into the 
workforce. 

More specifically, Georgia Military College (GMC) is a two-year liberal arts junior college recently ranked 
among America’s best community colleges by Washington Monthly, The Best Schools, CollegeAtlas.org, and 
CNN Money. Accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, GMC is a public-independent 
college operating  under the direction of a publicly elected Board of Trustees.

We’re an open admissions college focused on the development of the intellect and the elevation of character, 
a unique blend that has characterized the institution since our  1879  founding.  And while GMC has preserved 
our rich military legacy, more than 7,500 of our students are not affiliated with the military. Most attend class 
at one of our six campuses or three extension centers across the state of Georgia, while others  pursue the 
option of online courses.

GMC’s nationally recognized junior college ROTC program is comprised of a 250-member Corps of Cadets. 
Every year a select few are commissioned as second lieutenants in the U.S. Army. Both the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point and the U.S. Coast Guard Academy look to GMC as a preparatory institution for their 
cadet programs.

An additional source of pride for GMC: our non-residential college preparatory school, which serves  students 
grades 6-12 and is internationally recognized for emphasizing creativity, critical thinking, and character 
development.

Recent GMC Rankings (Among 1,132 U.S. Junior Colleges) 

• College Atlas.org named GMC among its Top 25 community colleges.

• CNN Money rated GMC #9 in its listing of community colleges.

• Washington Monthly ranked GMC 12th among the 100 best community colleges in the nation.

• The Best Schools (TBS) lists GMC as 14th among the 50 Best Community Colleges in the U.S.

• Community College Week ranks GMC as the 9th fastest-growing community college in the nation.

Briana Shoulders
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DUDLEY ROWE
Chairman, GMC Foundation

Since 1879, GMC has served as a key enabler for students seeking 
to reach their potential. Looking at more recent history, the past 20+ 
years have been especially productive, with a true revival of the entire 
GMC system. Now, 2013 can claim its place on our timeline as the 
year every single donor group exceeded our fundraising targets. 

From the Oak Leaf Society and President’s Circle to the Annual 
Fund and Health and Wellness Campaign, our donors have 
humbled us with their generosity. In addition, we’ve welcomed three 
new trustees to the Foundation board (see related story, page 18), all 
of us now working alongside General Caldwell to carry forward our 
tremendous momentum. 

Fiscal year 2013 was indeed a momentous year for the GMC 
Foundation, with a total of $1.5 million in annual giving and the 
value of our endowment reaching $12 million.  

Meanwhile, our Health and Wellness Campaign raised $3.4 
million, far exceeding our goal of $3 million.  Hundreds of individuals 
and several organizations have helped make this modern health and 
wellness facility—now named the Kidd Center— a reality.  Their 
magnanimity is beyond measure; we are deeply grateful.  

It was also the year we celebrated the remarkable contributions of 
Maj. General Peter J. Boylan, who retired as the school’s president in 
June, and welcomed Lt. General William Caldwell, IV to our helm. 

Looking ahead, our aim is to continue the trajectory of 2013’s 
success story. We will work closely with General Caldwell to support 
his vision and direction, broadening our outreach to donors and to 
potential students across our six campuses and three extension 
centers.   

GMC’s strength is evident in our numbers, our achievements and 
our hearts.  But perhaps it’s most evident in the expressions of joy on 
our students’ faces as they accept their diplomas, their futures spread 
out before them. 

Your gifts have helped make so many of these accomplishments 
possible.  You have upheld the legacy of GMC and made it your 
own.  For that, I’m deeply grateful. 

In 2013, the GMC Foundation was pleased to welcome three new 
members to its ranks, experienced leaders to offer guidance and leadership 
in the second decade of this century. All three are passionately involved 
community activists with deep ties to GMC and to the school’s mission.

“Our Foundation board helps make GMC’s mission possible, said 

Elizabeth Sheppard, the board’s executive director. “Thanks to their leadership 
and brain trust, we can advance the cause of launching responsible, ethical, 
productive citizens. By saying ‘yes’ to the Foundation, our board members say 
‘yes’ to the future of the school, our community and our country. We owe these 
members a deep debt of gratitude.”

Welcome to GMC’s Newest Foundation Board Members

Patsy Batchelor-Craig 

Patsy has been in the legal and insurance businesses for over 40 years, starting 
her career as a legal secretary with Rice of Rice and Rice Law Offices. Shifting to 
the real estate division of the firm, Patsy worked in progressively responsible roles, 
becoming a partner, then sole owner of Rice & Batchelor Realty & Insurance 
Company. In addition, she and her husband, Bill Craig, bought Craig-Massee 
Insurance Agency and Exchange Bank Insurance Agency, which they merged. 
Patsy continues to direct all Rice and Craig insurance operations. 

Bill, an ardent GMC supporter, passed away in 2011; Patsy is eager to carry on 
his legacy, as well as that of their two GMC-graduate sons. Knowing how much Bill 
loved GMC, Patsy is passionate about her role in helping carry out the objectives 
of the Foundation.

Patsy has also been an active member of Liberty Chapel in Eatonton for more 
than 35 years and has been actively involved with Path to Freedom prison ministry.  

Franklin W. Baugh 

Frank’s GMC ties date back to 1979, when he graduated 
from the prep school as a 1st honor graduate. He earned a 
mechanical engineering degree from Georgia Tech, followed 
by a Master of Engineering Management from the Air Force 
Institute of Technology.  Baugh enjoyed a distinguished 20-year 
Air Force career, serving in a number of positions, including 
Commander 50th Civil Engineer Squadron and Commander 
50th Mission Support Group, Schriever AFB, Colorado.

Upon his military retirement in 2005, Frank became the 
Waycross City Engineer and now serves as Public Works 
Director for the City of Milledgeville. He is active in Rotary 
International, the First United Methodist Church and has 
launched the first-ever GED literacy program for city employees. 

Don Conoly 
A native of Tifton, 

Georgia, Don attended Troy 
State University and has been 
employed by Georgia Power 
since xxx. He served as District 
Manager of the Georgia Power 
Milledgeville division and, in his 
current position, he networks 
with EMCs across the state to 
share resources and ideas.

Don served on GMC’s 
presidential search committee, 
is involved locally with xxx 
and has served the Boy Scouts 
of America with fundraising 
efforts through helping chair 
their sporting clays tournament 
events. He is married to Betsy 
Conoly, and they have one son.
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Sitting (L-R) - John Ferguson, 1st Vice-Chairman/Development Chairman; Dudley Rowe, Chairman; 
William B. Caldwell, IV, GMC President 
Standing (L-R) - David Grant, Secretary-Treasurer; Larry Thompson, Real Property Chairman; Merritt Massey, Finance 
Chairman; George Echols, Rules and Nominations Chairman; Elizabeth Sheppard, Executive Director/VP for Advancement; 
Patricia Thompson, Development Committee. (not pictured: John Williamson, 2nd Vice-Chairman)

G e o r g i a  M i l i t a r y  C o l l e g e  F o u n d a t i o n 

“The Impact of Our Donors”

• Gifts received in fiscal year 2013:  $1,523,114.19 

• $2,750,000.00 and an additional $250,000.00
shortly thereafter, for a total of $3 million,
to GMC for construction of the new Kidd Center

• Gifts of over $515,000.00 for endowment building

• Distributions for scholarships and awards:  $214,063.00

GMC Foundation funding in direct 
support of the College:  

$3,308,470

GMC Foundation Executive Board



GMC donors made fundraising history in 2013, contributing $3.4 million to the Foundation’s Health and 
Wellness Center Campaign.  “Thanks to the generosity of so many, we surpassed our goal of $3 million,” 
said Elizabeth Sheppard, Vice President for Advancement. 

Named in appreciation for the support of E. Culver “Rusty” Kidd III on behalf of his family, the new 
Kidd Center will feature a fully renovated Cordell Events Center, plus the phased addition of two new 
facilities. 

The $17 million Kidd Center, slated to open this spring, will feature more than 56,000 square feet of 
modern fitness and health education space on three sun-lit levels.  Here, students, faculty and staff will 
enjoy almost limitless conditioning opportunities and a wide range of fitness classes, as well as health 
screenings and sports rehab facilities. 

“Thanks to the generosity of our donors, we will soon be able to offer college PE classes and indoor 
intramurals. We’ll have locker and shower facilities for boys and girls, students and visitors. No longer 
will we have to strategically position heavy equipment for fear of inadequate floor supports…and 
students will no longer have to endure long wait times for machines,” said the Honorable Powell A. 
Moore, campaign chair. “We will open the doors of the Kidd Center with abundant gratitude to all 
those who provided leadership and financial backing. Through the strength of their commitment, our 
students will now have the refreshed, modern facilities and resources they need to pursue healthier 
lifestyles.”  

Look for a detailed feature about the Health and Wellness Campaign in the next issue of The Cadence.

DONORS RAISE THE BAR ON 
HEALTH AND WELLNESS CENTER CAMPAIGN
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Honor Roll of Donors 2012-2013 

Honoring the 
SPIRIT OF GIVING



Lifetime Giving Societies honor an exceptional group of donors who have earned a place of distinction through their commitment to Georgia 
Military College’s vital need for private support.  It is the singular goal of Lifetime Giving Societies to recognize in a meaningful way these 
donors whose generosity advances the college’s mission.  The totals include all gifts received by the GMC Foundation, including documented, 
irrevocable planned gifts..

Lifetime Giving

BENEFACTORS
$1,000,000 and above
Dr. and Mrs. James E.  Baugh
The Honorable E. Culver Kidd, III
Mr. Walter C. Troutman
The Honorable and Mrs. W. J. Usery, Jr.
Robert W. Woodruff Foundation, Inc.

GOLD
$250,000 and above
Mr. Lew Cordell 
Lettie Pate Evans Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Jake L. Goldstein

SILVER
$100,000 and above
Anonymous 

Mrs. Maxa Osterman Carr
E. J. Grassmann Trust
Dr. and Mrs. John H. Ferguson
Frances Wood Wilson Foundation, Inc.
Georgia Power Foundation, Inc.
Mr. William K. Holmes
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Keber
Olin B. King Foundation
Mr. Parnell Ruark
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Stern
Thiele Kaolin Company
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Wheat
Mr. and Mrs. Goodloe H. Yancey, III

BRONZE
$50,000 and above
Dr. Wilbur Baugh
Century Bank and Trust
Dr. and Mrs. George L. Echols

Mrs. Alice Bell Fraser
Mr.  and Mrs. O. T. Fulghum, Jr.
Mrs. I. M. Goldstein
Imerys
Mr. and Mrs. Harold D. Mason, Sr.
Milliken & Company
COL  and Mrs. Eugene Moore, USAF (Ret.)
The Honorable and Mrs. Powell A. Moore
Mr. and Mrs. William Davidson Morrison
Mr. and Mrs. Frank E. Moss
Dr. Maidana K. Nunn
Dr. John S. Robertson
Mr. Edward L. Sibilsky, Jr.
Winston and Alan Sibley
Mr .and Mrs.Winston H. Sibley
Mr. and Mrs. William Asbury Stembridge
SunTrust Bank, Middle GA, N.A.
T & S Hardwoods, Inc.
Mrs. Betty Thompson
Mr. and Mrs. Russell E. Walden
Mr. and Mrs. John T. Williamson

Georgia Military College gratefully honors the generous support of alumni, friends, parents, faculty and staff members, and corporate and foundation 
partners who made gifts to the GMC Foundation in fiscal year 2012-2013, from July 1, 2012 through June 30, 2013. Their philanthropic  
commitment helps sustain GMC’s position among the premier two-year colleges in the nation.

Membership in the President’s Circle is extended to those 
who make a gift of $1,000 or more annually to the 
GMC Foundation.  

The President’s Circle is comprised of an exceptional  
group of donors who have earned a place of distinction 
through their commitment to the school’s vital need for 

private support. It is the singular goal of the President’s 
Circle to recognize those donors whose remarkable 
generosity enhances the school’s mission.

Members are guests of the president of Georgia  
Military College at an annual dinner in their honor.

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE

PINNACLE SOCIETY

$500,000 and above
The Robert W. Woodruff Foundation, Inc.

$100,000 to $499,999
The Honorable E. Culver Kidd, III 

LAFAYETTE SOCIETY

$25,000 to $99,999
Dr. and Mrs. John H. Ferguson 
Frances Wood Wilson Foundation, Inc. 
Robert and Martha Keber 
New York Life Insurance 
The Honorable and Mrs. W. J. Usery, Jr. 

FOUNDERS CLUB

$10,000 to $24,999
Dr. Kenneth Marks and Mr. Steven Rogers 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Moss 
Estate of  Mr. Bert Rawls 

OLD CAPITOL CLUB

$5,000  to $9,999
Mr. and Mrs. Leo V. Cancio 
Century Bank 
     Mr. Chat Daniel  
Mrs. Ellen Goodrich  
The Honorable and Mrs. Powell A. Moore 
Dr. and Mrs. Patrick J. Neligan  

Dr. Maidana K. Nunn 
Mr. David M. Sherman 
Skanska USA Building 
     Mr. John Reyhan  
Mr. and Mrs. Clinton E. Thompson 
Mr. and Mrs. L. N. Thompson, III 
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Thornton  
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Wilkinson, Sr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Goodloe H. Yancey, III

GENERALS

$1,000 to $4,999
Advent Business Interiors, Inc. 
     Ms. Gaye Arthur  
COL and Mrs. Robert M. Alford 
MAJ and Mrs. Marion C. Baggett, USAR (Ret.) 
Baldwin County Sheriff’s Office 
     Sheriff Bill Massee  
Mrs. Ray C. Barton  
BASF Catalysts, LLC 
     Mr. Keith Brooks  
Mrs. Beegee Baugh  
LTC and Mrs. Franklin W. Baugh, USAF (Ret.) 
Mr. Albert E. Blackburn, Jr.  
MG and Mrs. Peter J. Boylan, USA (Ret.)  
Burgess Pigment  
     Mr. Malcolm S. Burgess, Jr.  
Mr. Richard Carson  
Dr. and Mrs. George Coletti  
Mr. and Mrs. John Collins 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronal Colvin  
Community Foundation of Central Georgia, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Couch 
Mr. Gerald David Cowart 

Ms. Patsy Craig 
Dr. Audrey S. Crumbley 
Drs. Robert and Anne Culberson 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Curtis  
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas L. Davidson, Jr. 
Mrs. McCamie F. Davis 
Dr. and Mrs. Michael A. Duke 
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Dunlop 
Dr. and Mrs. George L. Echols  
COL Charles W. Ennis 
Exchange Bank of Milledgeville  
     Mr. Henry Pope  
LTC and Mrs. Marvin R. Farmer 
Mr. and Mrs. William Sammie Fowler 
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Fraser  
Mary Woods Fulcher 
Gerald Grimes Plumbing, Inc.  
     Mr. Gerald Grimes  
Mrs. Jake L. Goldstein 
Mrs. Martha W. Goodrich 
Mr. and Mrs. Dean H. Grant  
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Grant 
Mr. John W. Grant, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Gray 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter C. Green, II 
MG and Mrs. Thomas Greer  
Ms. Inez Hawkins  
Mrs. William M. Headley 
Mr. and Mrs. Inman Hodges  
Dr. and Mrs. Mike Holmes  
Imerys  
     Mr. Jim Murberger  
Mrs. Renee Johnson  
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Joris
LTC and Mrs. James T. Kjer, USA (Ret.)

Honor Roll of Donors
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The grass certainly doesn’t grow under Delarrion Milner’s feet. This GMC prep school senior has already built a substantial 
curriculum vitae, complete with a 4.0 GPA, multiple advanced placement courses, varsity sports, band, honor council, battalion 
commander . . . and the list continues. 

Delarrion also has impressive academic aspirations, with plans to attend either Yale, the U.S. 
Air Force Academy or Auburn University—in January, he’d already been accepted by Auburn 
and Mercer, and in March received his appointment to the U.S. Air Force Academy. He’s 
undecided on a college major, but crystal clear on his ultimate goals. “I want to put myself in 
a position to help others,” he said. “I’ve been so blessed myself and have been awarded so 
many opportunities…I very much want to extend the same to others. And I want to make my 
family, as well as everyone who has supported me, proud.”  

At times, Delarrion’s passion for achievement weighs heavily on his shoulders. “But if I’d gone 
to school anywhere else, I wouldn’t have had the focus on education or ethical standards 
GMC has instilled in me,” he said.  “I wanted to come here because it’s where my grade school 
friends were going. And it turned out to be the perfect fit for the type of person I want to be.” 

Delarrion thanks his teachers for creating that perfect fit. “They show real interest in your 
success; they hold you accountable, take pride in what they do. They challenge you to get 
ready for college and their personalities are part of the experience; they make learning fun,” 
he said. 

Character education is another aspect of GMC Delarrion greatly appreciates. “I try to live by 
the word of God and I think it’s easier to do that at GMC,” he said. “I’m someone who always 
has to do the right thing, and that’s exactly what they reinforce here. If I have kids someday, 
GMC will definitely be at the top of the list for them.”

In fact, Delarrion likens the entire school to a second family. “They take care of you at GMC. 
The things I learned here, I’ll take with me the rest of my life.”

GMC Prep School student extraordinaire! Ms. Judy Lacksen Greer 
Mr. Jeff Lacksen, Mr. John Lacksen,  
     and Mrs. Cynthia L. Nolan 
Lord, Aeck and Sargent 
     Mr. Tony Aeck 
Mr. and Mrs. Harold D. Mason, Sr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Merritt Massey  
Mr. Charles Edward May 
BG  and Mrs. Richard L. McCabe, USA (Ret.) 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. McMillan, III  
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Williams Miller  
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Fredrick Mixon 
Mr. Joe B. Mobley  
LTC and Mrs. Edward T. Moore 
COL*  and Mrs. Eugene Moore, USAF, (Ret.) 
Mr. and Mrs. William Davidson Morrison 
Dr. and Mrs. William G. Neely  
Mr. and Mrs. B. L. New 
Mr. and Mrs. Randall A. New  
Ms. Shannon New-Diaz 
LTG and Mrs. Max W. Noah  
Mr. Robert Nunn  
Oconee Regional Medical Center 
     Mrs. Jean Aycock  
Mr. Tony Owen, Jr.  
Mr. and Mrs. Ace Parker 
MAJ and Mrs. James L. Patterson, USA (Ret.) 
COL William R. Pinkston, USA (Ret.)  
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Prosperi  
Mr. and Mrs. Gus Pursley, Jr.  
Dr. Ramona G. Rice  
Dr. and Mrs. Seth Rion 
Dudley and Jenny Rowe 
Ms. Karen Rowell  
Mr. Dewey D. Schade 
Dr. and Mrs. Shawn G. Scott  
South Creek Incorporated  
     Mr. David Settle  
Mr. and Mrs. Robert T. Seymour 
Randy and Elizabeth Sheppard  
Mr. and Mrs. Winston H. Sibley 
Mrs. Jane Simpson  
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen K. Simpson 
Mr. and Mrs. David Sinclair  
Dr. and Mrs. James F. Strickland, Jr. 
Dr. and Mrs. James L. Strom  
Mr. and Mrs. Mark A. Strom  
The Peyton Anderson Foundation   
     Mr. Ed Sell
COL and Mrs. John C. Thornton 
Mr. and Mrs. Grady Torrance  
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin H. Underwood 
COL and Mrs. Fred Van Horn, USA (Ret.) 
Mr. and Mrs. Russell E. Walden 
MAJ Lionel A. ‘Sam’ Watson, USAF (Ret.) 

Mr. and Mrs. Bert P. Williams 
Mr. John T. Williamson 
Mrs. Patsy B. Woods  
Dr. Elizabeth Youngblood

COLONELS

$500 to  $999 
LTC Lawrence J. Baker 
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest E. Bayne 
Stephen and Andrea Bourne 
Mr. and Mrs. Don Braxley 
Reverend Carl Buice and 
    the Honorable Hulane George 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Butler 
Mrs. Kim Veal Cates  
Mr. and Mrs. Henry R. Craig 
Dr. and Mrs. James B. Craig, Jr. 
Mrs. Lauren Benson Deen 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack L. Dennis, III 
Ms. Betty Jo Dunn  
Ms. Donna Findley  
Mr. and Mrs. Albert F. Gandy  
Mr. Charles L. Garrison 
Mr. Robert Goggans, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory E. Goldsberry 
Ms. Nancy Ann Good 
Mrs. Jean Graham  
The Honorable and Mrs. John William Grant, III
Ms. Merel J. Harrison 
The Honorable Ralph T. Hudgens
Jeff and Babbie Jaco  
Mr. Terry M. Johnson 
MAJ Robbie Favors Jones 
Dr. Jesse C. Laseter  
Mrs. Roger Lawson  
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Leben 
Mr. Joseph B. Leonard 
Dr. Brad Mathias and Ms. Hana Wood
Melder Construction, Inc. 
     Mr. Mitch Melder  
Milledgeville Colonial Dames Association
Ms. Hana Wood  
Dr. Anne L. Patterson 
Pollock Company  
     Mr. Joseph Pollock 
Ms. Barbara Shaheen 
Mrs. Alan B. Sibley  
The Honorable and Mrs. Hugh P. Thompson
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Thrower  
COL Thomas G. Torrance, (Ret.)
Ms. Amy Walton 
Mrs. Sandra Wilder  
Mr. and Mrs. W. Cannon Williams 

MAJORS

$250 to $499 
ACS, Inc. 
     Ms. Michelle Miller  
Mr. Billy Alexander  
Mr. Billy Allen 
Mrs. James L. Anderson, Sr. 
Mr. Charles M. Ashfield 
Mr. Calvin William Battle 
Lynn and Diane Bean 
Burnt Pine Plantation 
    Mr. Brian Mask  
Chambers Oil Company 
     Mr. Horace Chambers
Mr. James W. Closs  
Ms. Deborah E. Condon 
Mr. Hugh P. Dean  
Mr. and Mrs. G. Lee Dickens, Jr. 
Mr. Hugh O’Neall Dicks 
Mr. Bruce Ferguson  
Mr. Edward M. Gandy 
Mrs. Emily Garner  
Mr. and Mrs. Ben G. Gautier  
MAJ Brent Gebel  
GMC Prep School Faculty  
Mr. Junnie P. Golden 
Mr. William Rex Green 
Mr. Warren Dale Greenwood  
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Grimes  
Ms. Earlene Hamilton 
Dr. and Mrs. John F. Harrington, Jr. 
Mrs. James B. Helton, Jr. 
Dr. Robert F. Hodgin 
Mr. and Mrs. John K. Holsonback 
Mr. Wade Humphrey 
Dr. and Mrs. Don King 
Mrs. Martha Marian Kingery  
Mrs. Amy R. Lee  
Anne and Dell Mason 
Mr. Sherry Edwin Mathis 
Mr. Edward Dean Mills 
The Honorable William T. Moore, Jr.
Mr. Martin Harris Moses 
Mr. Edwin B. Pollock 
Joseph and Elizabeth Pollock 
Mrs. Judye Rhea  
Mr. Paul Rodgers  
Mr. Isaac (Ike) James Thomas, Sr. 
Mrs. Betty Thompson 
Mr. Elton Binion Turner 
Mr. Fred W. Villali  
Mrs. Kill H. Werner  
MAJ and Mrs. Stephen C. Wiley 
Ms. Cathy Williams  

Cadet Colonel Delarrion Milner, High School Battalion Commander, 135th Corps of Cadets

“If I’d gone to school anywhere else, I wouldn’t have had the focus on education or ethical standards 
GMC has instilled in me.”  -- Delarrion Milner
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Planned giving plays an important role 
in maintaining GMC’s financial health 
and assuring an outstanding education for 
generations of future students.  

To underscore that vital role, we established 
the Oak Leaf Society to honor individuals 
who include GMC in their estate plans. Those 
donors not only create a charitable legacy 
that provides long-term impact; they offer a 
meaningful gesture of lasting support. 

In 2013, GMC was pleased to induct Rep. E. 
Culver “Rusty” Kidd into the Oak Leaf Society, 
with our deep gratitude for his loyalty and desire 
to make a difference for our students.  

Mrs. Alma Sims Adams*
Mr. W. Terry Baggett
Dr.* and Mrs. James E. Baugh MAJ (USA, Ret.) 
Myrtle L. Baugh, RN*
Mr. Don Braxley 
Dr. Stephen W. Brown* 
Mrs. Mary Bell Cantrell*
Mrs. Maxa Osterman Carr*
George D. N. Coletti, DMD 
Mr. Lew Cordell*
COL and Mrs.* Frank C. Davis, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. George L. Echols 
Dr. Richard T. Elmore, Jr.
COL Charles W. Ennis
Mrs. William Ellison Flake, Sr. 
Mr. O. T. “Tommy” Fulghum, Jr.*

Mr. and Mrs. H. D. Giddens, Sr.*
Mr. and Mrs. I. M. “Sonny” Goldstein*
Mr.* and Mrs. J. L. “Jake” Goldstein  
Mr. Dean H. Grant 
Mr. Robert Hunter Greene, Jr.*
Dr. H. Wilbur Harper, Jr.*
Ms. Inez Hawkins 
Dr. and Mrs. Erwin R. “Burl” Jennings
LTG Claude M. Kicklighter 
The Honorable E. Culver Kidd, III
LTC and Mrs. James T. Kjer 
Mr. Wendell D. McNeal 
Ms. Anne Martin 
COL Lonnie E. Martin*
The Honorable Powell A. Moore
Mr. William Davidson Morrison

Mr. and Mrs. Randall A. New 
Mrs. Ruth Sims Page*
Mr. and Mrs. James T. Paul, Jr. 
Mr. Hubert Folks “Bert” Rawls*
Mr. Parnell Ruark*
Ms. Leigh Scott
Mr.* and Mrs. Alan B. Sibley
Mr. and Mrs. Winston H. Sibley
Mr. and Mrs. Randy Stewart
Dr. and Mrs. James L. Strom
COL Robert N. Tredway, USA (Ret.)* 
Mr. Walter C. Troutman*
The Honorable W. J. Usery, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Russell E. Walden
Mr. and Mrs. Goodloe H. Yancey, III

* In memory

The Oak Leaf Society was established to honor individuals 
who include Georgia Military College in their estate plan or 
in a planned gift arrangement. Some of these legacy gifts 
are unrestricted, while some are designated for a particular 
purpose such as providing scholarships or vital support for 
programs and services.

Alumni and friends who make such planned gifts create 
a legacy for the future of Georgia Military College and its 
students. We are truly grateful for their loyalty and their 
desire to make a difference for generations to come.

Members of the Oak Leaf Society

Rusty Kidd Inducted 
into Oak Leaf Society

In October, GMC held a luncheon to honor 
Oak Leaf Society members and to honor 

Rep. E. Culver “Rusty” Kidd for his testamentary 
gift to GMC through the Foundation.

Mr. and Mrs. Pete Williams  
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Lee Wood  
Dr. Amy J. Wright
  

CAPTAINS

$100 to $249   
Ms. Jan Adair   
Mr. Larry Allen   
Gene and Judy Archer   
Mr. Mark Archer   
Mr. Nicholas Athanaseas   
LTC Ray Edward Ball   
Mrs. Ravonda Bargeron   
Mr. W. R. Barnes, Sr.   
Mrs. Vicki L. Barr   
LTC Charles (Buck) B. Bennett  
Mrs. Betty K. Bertoli   
Ms. Ginny Binion   
Morgan Bloodworth   
Mr. Leroy H. Boelens   
COL Greg Boylan   
Mr. Richard Henry Brinkley, Jr.  
Ms. Brenda Brown   
Ms. Jennifer Duckworth Brown  
Mr. Donald Buckner   
Mr. Ted L. Bullard   
Mr. Charles M. Cadenhead  
Drs. Dan and Ann D. Caldwell  
Mr. Frank B. Chambers, Jr.  
Mr. Ryan Chambers   
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory M. Chapman 
Mr. and Mrs. Vince Ciampa  
Mr. George Cliff   
Mr. and Mrs. Barnie T. Collins, Jr.  
Barry and Donna F. Collins  
Mrs. Beverly W. Council  
Mr. James Bayley Craig, III  
Ms. Whitney Ann Davis   
LTC Harry J. Dempsey, USA (Ret.) 
Mr. Ernest Gene Dyal   
Mr. Dennis M. Edmonds   
LTG Charles Eichelberger  
Eubanks Landscaping & Construction, Inc.
     Mr. Ansley Eubanks  
Ms. Carol Evans   
Mrs. Sara Lane Flake   
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffery Flood  
Ms. W. Louise Florencourt  
Mrs. O. T. Fulghum, Jr.   
Mr. Paul P. Garland   
Mrs. Janeen S. Garpow   
MAJ Larry T. Gibson   
Mr. Myles R. Golden   
Mrs. Nathalie Goodrich   

Mr. and Mrs. David Grant   
MG and Mrs. Thomas Greer, USA (Ret.) 
Mr. and Mrs. Chester L. Gunby  
Mr. Edwin L. Hamilton   
Dr. Lewis A. Hamilton, Jr.   
Mr. Charles Harbor   
Mr. Bill Stone Hargrove   
Mr. Billy Moran Hargrove  
LTC Neil Donovan Harper, USAR 
COL William M. Harrington, USAF (Ret.) 
Mr. KeShawn Harris   
SSG Joseph Paul Henao   
Mr. Brian K. Hill   
Mr. John Hoffman, Jr.   
Dr. Albert P. Hopkins, Jr.   
Dr. Lisa Helton Hudson   
Mr. Steven Warren Huff   
Ms. Angela Russell Hunt   
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry R. Hunt  
Mrs. Eilish Hurst   
Mrs. Carolyn S. Hurt   
Mr. Brian Ibsen   
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Johns  
Ms. Martha Johnson   
Mr. Robert M. Joiner   
Ms. Mary Lawrence Kennickell  
SFC Wayne M. Knapp, USA (Ret.) 
Mrs. Gina Mills Kuehn   
Mr. John Eric Lacksen   
Drs. Stephen and Heather Langston 
MAJ Linda Lawrence   
Martin and Sharon Leverett  
Mr. and Mrs. Billy P. Lott   
Mr. Robert A. Lummus 
Mr. and Mrs. Alberto C. Martinez, Jr. 
Mr. Steven Allen Masak   
Mr. William Fokes Massee  
LTC Richard A. Massey, USA (Ret.) 
Ms. Sharon McClung   
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry M. McRee  
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Menger, Jr.  
Mrs. Amanda Christine Mercer  
Mr. Herbert Marshall Meyer  
Mr. and Mrs. Stan Mileski   
Mr. and Mrs. Luther Minor  
COL and Mrs. Thomas G. Mizell  
Mr. Neil Mooney  
Mr. Felix C. Moring   
Mrs. Evelyn Murphy   
Ms. Kay Myers   
LT and Mrs. Donald Nau   
Mrs. Edward Jackson Neal  
Ms. Diana K. New   
MAJ Terry O’Neill   
Mrs. William E. Owens   
Dr. Stuart J. Padove   

Mr. and Mrs. John Ramsey Parker  
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Peebles  
Dr. Thomas H. Perrin   
Mr. and Mrs. David Pettigrew  
Dr. Dionisio A. Pinero   
Ms. Connie Pitirri   
MAJ J. Tracy Pittman, Jr., USA (Ret.) 
Dr. William L. Proctor   
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Provau  
Mr. Teddy Randolph   
Dr. Vickie Brown Richards  
Mr. Garland Riner   
Ms. Jill Robbins   
Mr. W. Edward Robinson, III  
Mr. R. Pat Rogers   
Mr. James B. Rowland, Jr.   
Mr. W. Robert Rushing   
Mr. Simon Ryan   
Dr. and Mrs. Luis Samper   
Mr. and Mrs. Terry L. Schubert 
Mr. Walter Schuchardt  
Mr. Louie H. Seabolt and Ms. Jane M. Hutterly 
Mr. William B. Searson, III  
Mr. and Mrs. Dwayne Sentell  
Mr. Robert Paul Sherwood  
COL Charles D. Sikes   
Mr. David Allen Simmons, Jr.  
Mr. Stephen G. Simmons   
Ms. Edwina M. Simpson   
Mr. Jim Sims   
Mrs. Elizabeth McRoberts Smith  
Mrs. Gloria Smith   
Ms. Simone Yvonne Sowell-Odom 
Ms. Carolyn Spivey   
Mr. Christopher J. Stasiak   
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Stern  
Reverend and Mrs. William H. Stubba 
Daryl and Sherrie Sumner 
Mr. Don W. Taylor   
Mr. Richard Dee Taylor   
Mr. Bruce O. Thomas   
Dr. Donald E. Thomas, Jr.   
Mr. James C. Tillman, Jr.   
Mrs. Jill Towns   
Mr. William C. Twitty   
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Vance   
Dr. T. Stephen Veal   
MSGT Merle D. Voss, USAF (Ret.) 
COL E. Yancey Walker, IV  
Jim and Denise H. Wansley  
Mr. and Mrs. Monte C. Washburn  
Ladiamond P. Washington  
Mr. John T. Wilkins, Jr.   
Ms. Stephanie Williams   
Mr.  and Mrs. Mike Witherspoon  
Mr. Rentz Smith Woodruff  
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Somewhere in the pages of a seventh grade history book, Robert Koontz discovered his passion. “In middle school, 
we read about General Robert E. Lee and I made it my goal to emulate his patience, discipline and dedication to 
service,” he said. “General Lee attended West Point and that’s my dream, as well.  I’d very much like to leave a similar 
legacy of serving my country.” 

Robert’s journey toward West Point has taken some interesting turns, including his current connection to GMC.  
Working as a karate instructor during high school Robert became close to the family of one of his black belt students.  
“The student’s father worked in GMC’s admissions office and knew I wanted to go to West Point. When he learned I 
hadn’t been accepted, he encouraged me to attend GMC, then consider reapplying to West Point or to North Georgia.” 

Following that advice, Robert enrolled as a cadet and soon found himself standing in his very first military formation 
on the GMC bricks. “When they called us to attention, I automatically responded as I would have in a martial arts 
setting. I bowed and barked, ‘THANK YOU, SIR!’” laughed Robert.  

But he quickly adapted to life at GMC, rising from platoon sergeant to company commander. Robert reapplied to 
West Point and received his appointment in March. “I think God put me at GMC because that was exactly where I 
needed to be.  It’s really helped me clarify who I am and where I want to be,” he said.  

Of his many accomplishments as a GMC cadet, Robert said, “There’s nothing special about me; I’m just a kid from 
Social Circle, Georgia. But I know that if you apply yourself with determination and focus, you’ll be successful—no 
matter what your goal.” 

Laser focused and prepared to succeed

“I think God put me at GMC because that was exactly where I needed to be. It’s really helped me clarify who I 
am and where I want to be.”  -- Robert Koontz  

Cadet Colonel Robert Koontz,  Regimental Commander, 135th Corps of Cadets

Mrs. Karen Wright   
The Honorable John P. Yates  
Mr. Joseph Yearwood   
    

ROTUNDA

Up to $99   
Mrs. Valette Jordan Adkins  
Ms. Karen V. Ambellas-Cates  
Mr. and Mrs. W. Terry Baggett  
Mr. Rafael A. Ballagas   
Ms. Joanne Cooper Battle   
Mrs. Irene Baugh*   
Mr. and Mrs. David Beasley  
LTC and Mrs. Patrick Beer, USA (Ret.) 
Ms. Ann M. Bertoli   
MAJ David S. Bill   
Ms. Ethel Bill   
Ms. Libby Blair   
Mr. David C. Boland   
Mr. Mitchell Bond   
Mr. Robert F. Bonner   
Mr. Undrey M. Bostic   
Mrs. Donna R. Bradley   
Mrs. Katherine Bray   
Ms. Brenda P. Briley   
Ms. Julie R. Brooker   
Mr. Trippe Brooks   
Ms. Linda A. Brown   
Ms. Barbara Bundrage   
Carrollton High School Class of 1966 
Ms. Catherine P. Carter   
Dr. and Mrs. Jack B. Caskey  
Mr. and Mrs. Horace Chambers  
Mrs. Amber R. Collins   
Ms. Maria Collins   
Mrs. Diane S. Cook   
LTC Marilu Deason Couch  
Ms. Kathy Culpepper   
Mr. John Parks Daniels, Jr.  
Ms. Latoya M. Davidson   
Rev. Charles M. Davis, Sr.   
COL Frank C. Davis, Jr.   
MAJ Shannon G. Davis   
Mrs. Mary Jane Deckard   
Mr. Blair T. Dietrich   
Ms. Michelle T. Dixon   
Mrs. Valerie Dixon   
COL John J. Dolac   
Dr. and Mrs. Rick Donnelly  
Mr. James R. Donovan, Jr.   
Ms. Angelyn A. Duke   
Dr. and Mrs. Joe Edwards   
Ms. Judy Ely   
Ms. Donna H. Estes   

Mrs. Edwin C. Evans   
Dr. and Mrs. Frank O. Evans, Jr.  
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Fairbrass  
Mr. Charlie Farmer   
Ms. Pam Filley   
Ms. Katherine M. Fuller   
Mr. and Mrs. Marion H. Gardner  
Ms. Christine Giles   
GMC Business Office   
Mrs. Charles M. Graham, Jr.  
Mr. James M. Grant   
Mr. Billy T. Green, Sr.   
Mr. John Edward Griffin, Jr.  
MAJ Karen K. Grimes  
Dr. and Mrs. Jean Marie Guitton  
Mr. James Edwin Hardman  
MAJ and Mrs. Leonard Harmon  
Mrs. Nell Lawrence Harrington  
Mr. Stanley Hawkins   
Xionghui He   
Ms. Cathy Herring   
Ms. Heather Holder   
Mr. Tommie Holsey   
Mrs. Darlene Honeycutt   
Ms. Elizabeth M. Hopson   
Mr. Glynn Richard Hudson  
Ms. Anne Huffine   
COL and Mrs. Frederick J. Hughes, IV 
Jennifer Hughes   
Ms. Joy S. Hughes   
Dr. Susan Isaac   
Mr. and Mrs. Rollin W. Ivey, Jr.  
Mr. and Mrs. Hiram M. Jackson  
Ms. Valorie Johnson   
Mr. and Mrs. Tullie Jones   
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E Karlinski  
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Knight   
Ms. Robin D. Knight   
MSG Ted F. Langner, Jr.   
Ms. Kathy A. Lawrence   
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Lawson, Jr. 
Ms. Carol D. Leverette   
LTC and Mrs. David Lewis  
Ms. Tina L. Lewis   
Mrs. Denise Locke   
Dr. Marvin L. Long, Jr.   
Mr. James Lunsford   
Mr. Brian M. Mangan  
Mr. Dennis Masters   
Mr. William Anthony Mayo  
MAJ Clay McElheny   
Mr. Linton W. McKnight  
Mr. Harold W. McRae, Jr.  
Mr. and Mrs. Donnie Meeks, Jr. 
Ms. Susan V. Meeks   
Mr. and Mrs. Homer N. Meier, Jr. 

Mr. Bobby E. Mercer  
MidSouth Federal Credit Union                   
   Ms. Glenda Lavender 
Mr. Kilbert Lee Milhollin  
Milledgeville-Baldwin Chamber of Commerce 
Mr. Paul Michael Mills  
Mr. Brian C. Milner   
Ms. Catherine R. Moirai  
COL Linda Moore   
Mr. Joel J. Moring, Jr.  
Mrs. Kimberly D. Mountain  
Dr. Lyndall H. Muschell  
Mr. Charles Myers   
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Myers  
Ms. Kellie Mzik   
Mrs. Erin Altmeyer Newton  
Mrs. Kay Niblett   
Mr. and Mrs. Tommy Noles  
Old Capital Garden Club  
Mrs. Terri Benford O’Neil  
Mrs. Shirley A. O’Quinn  
Mr. Brad Owens   
Mr. Christopher R. Parks  
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Peevy   
Mrs. Rosemary Ivey Phillips  
Ms. Jane Piper   
Ms. April Raley   
Mrs. Suzanne Martin Ratliff  
Mrs. Helen Minter Ray   
Mr. Felix Reeves   
Ms. Doris Renfroe   
Mr. Charles E. Riley   
Mr. Charles H. Riley, Sr.   
Mr. James A. ‘Andy’ Riley   
Mr. Mark S. Riley   
CAPT and Mrs. William E. Riley, USN (Ret.) 
Mr. Stephen Roberson   
SGT Chad Christian Rogers  
MAJ Patti Rogers   
SFC Van Dexter Rutledge  
Dr. and Mrs. John E. Sallstrom  
Ms. Amanda M. Sauer   
Mr. Buddy Scott   
Mrs. Karen Williams Seagraves  
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Seagraves  
Ms. Christine Shaver   
LTC and Mrs. Edward Shelor  
Mr. and Mrs. Aubrey H. Simpson  
Mrs. Frances R. Simpson   
Mr. Steven A. Simpson   
Mr. William P. Sinski   
Ms. Lavinia W. Skinner   
Mr. Justin Skywatcher   
Dr. and Mrs. Clifford W. Smith, Jr.  
Mr. Dess D. Smith, III   
Mr. William H. Smith, III   
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Justus Wood is no stranger to hard work. By his senior 
year in high school, he was working full-time for his 
family’s Milledgeville remodeling company.  And that’s 
when Justus realized he wanted something more, 
but didn’t want to take out college loans to do it. “I 
wanted to go to college, but did not want to graduate 
with the burden of debt over my head,” he said. “My 
parents have always encouraged me to live debt free 
and taught me that value early on.”

Also, as a home schooled student, Justus couldn’t 
initially qualify for the HOPE scholarship (despite 
an outstanding academic record). Finding a way to 
finance his dream would be Justus’ problem to solve 
alone.  

Inspiration came from Justus’ older sister, the higher 
ed trailblazer of the family’s nine siblings. “She was a 
really big motivator for me,” he recounted, explaining 
how she’d been focused on going to college and found 
scholarships to pay the way.  It was just the spark 
Justus needed to move forward. “When I learned 
GMC offered scholarships, it changed my outlook on 
my future,” he said. “I knew that if I got one of them, 
I could continue pursuing my college dreams and do 
something other than the family business. 

When Justus found out he’d landed a GMC Foundation 
scholarship, he and his parents were ecstatic. “Without 
this scholarship I wouldn’t be in school right now. I’d 
be working for a semester then going to school the 
next. I may even be remodeling bathrooms still. Now, I can concentrate on my studies and I don’t even 
have to work full-time!”

Justus recently completed his GMC coursework and transferred to Georgia College and State University, 
where he’s studying business administration. Bringing his story full circle, Justus’ career aspirations 
revolve around serving Jesus Christ and helping others. “I’m really thinking about pursuing ministry,” he 
said. “I want to dedicate my knowledge to honoring Christ and helping society.” 

Above all, Justus wants to thank those who’ve contributed to his education. “This scholarship has made 
college not just possible, but more enjoyable. I really feel like I have gotten the chance of a lifetime,” 
he said. “If you’re even thinking about making a donation, please give if you can. It truly changes lives.”

Scholarship enables student to forge a path to his future in 
the ministry

Justus Wood -- JC Sophomore

“This scholarship has made college not just possible, but more enjoyable.”  -- Justus Wood  

Mrs. Susan Smith-Fenwick  
Mr. James E. Snellgrove   
Ms. Deloris Somers   
Ms. Linda L. Sovereign   
Mr. Randy Sowell   
Mr. Tom Spann   
Mr. David E. Spence   
Ms. Jennifer L. Spencer   
Mr. Wayne Splier   
Mr. Walter L. Stafford   
Mr. and Mrs. William Asbury Stembridge 
Ms. Stacie A. Stevenson   
Mr. Stephen M. Stewart   
Mrs. Erica Stone   
The Grumman Retiree Club, Inc.       
Mr. Wendell Barr   
Mr. Mark Tolbert   
Ms. Natasha Tremble   
Dr. and Mrs. Marcus V. Tripp  
Mr. Justin R. Vanderwerff   
Mr. Wendell Ray Veal   
Dr. and Mrs. Frank B. Vinson  
Mrs. Carole Medows Walker  
Mr. Richard Ward   
Ms. Jennifer Watson   
Mr. Mark Weaver   
Mr. Benjamin West   
Mr. John Samuel White, Jr.  
Ms. Carlee Williamson   
Ms. Tracie Wilson   
Moona Yu   
Ms. Amy Zipperer   

*In Memory

MEMORY
Mr. Reynolds Allen
     Ms. Edwina M. Simpson

Mr. J. L. Anderson, Sr.
     Mrs. James L. Anderson, Sr.

MAJ Marion L. Baggett, USAR (Ret.)
     MAJ and Mrs. Marion C. Baggett, USAR (Ret.)

Mr. Wright Banks
     Mr. and Mrs. L. N. Thompson, III

Mr. Ray C. Barton
     Mrs. Ray C. Barton

Mrs. Irene Baugh
     Mrs. Beegee Baugh
     Mrs. Nathalie Goodrich

Dr. James E. Baugh
     Mrs. Beegee Baugh

Mr. J. C. Bell
     Mr. and Mrs. John R. Fraser

Ms. Ophelia M. Bell
     Mr. and Mrs. John R. Fraser

Mr. Richard Benson
     MAJ Terry O’Neill

Mr. Hendrik Brandt
     The Honorable and Mrs. Hugh P. Thompson

Mrs. Liliane Brandt
     The Honorable and Mrs. Hugh P. Thompson

Mr. Sammuel E. Braxley
     Mr. and Mrs. Don Braxley

Ms. Joyce Brooks
     Mr. Trippe Brooks

LTG William B. Caldwell, III, USA (Ret.)
     Mr. and Mrs. Randall A. New

Mr. Frank Chambers
     Mr. Horace Chambers

Mr. Melvin Charles
     Mr. Billy Alexander

Coach Lew Cordell
     Mr. Billy Alexander
     Dr. Jesse C. Laseter

Mr. Theo Couey
     Mr. Larry Allen

LTC Gerald Cowart
    Mr. Gerald David Cowart

Mr. William R. Craig
     Ms. Patsy Craig

Mr. William K. Cromartie
    COL William R. Pinkston, USA (Ret.)

Mrs. Nell Curl
     Mr. and Mrs. L. N. Thompson, III

Ms. Martha Davis
     Dr. Maidana K. Nunn

Mr. McCamie F. Davis
     Mrs. McCamie F. Davis

Mrs. Eva Mae Humphrey Deason
     Mrs. Lauren Benson Deen

Ms. Miriam Dominy
     Martin and Sharon Leverett

Mrs. May Tennille Donnelly
     Mrs. Beegee Baugh
     Dr. and Mrs. Joe Edwards

     Mrs. Nathalie Goodrich
     Dr. and Mrs. Patrick J. Neligan
     Dr. Maidana K. Nunn
     The Honorable and Mrs. Hugh P. Thompson
     Mr. and Mrs. L. N. Thompson, III
     Mr. and Mrs. Grady Torrance

Ms. Sybil Fowler
     Mr. Tony Owen, Jr.
     The Honorable and Mrs. Hugh P. Thompson
     Mr. and Mrs. L. N. Thompson, III

Dr. David Fulghum
     Mr. Tony Owen, Jr.

Mr. Tommy Fulghum
     Mrs. O. T. Fulghum, Jr.

Mr. Jacob L. Goldstein
     Mrs. Beegee Baugh
     Ms. Brenda P. Briley
     Dr. and Mrs. Jack B. Caskey
     Century Bank and Trust
     Mr. Frank B. Chambers, Jr.
     Mr. and Mrs. Horace Chambers
     Mr. and Mrs. Vince Ciampa
     COL Frank C. Davis, Jr.
     Dr. and Mrs. Rick Donnelly
     Mr. and Mrs. William B. Dunlop
     Dr. and Mrs. George L. Echols
     Dr. and Mrs. Frank O. Evans, Jr.
     Dr. and Mrs. John H. Ferguson
     Mr. and Mrs. Albert F. Gandy
     Mrs. Nathalie Goodrich
     Mr. and Mrs. David Grant
     Mr. James M. Grant
     Mr. John W. Grant, Jr.
     Dr. and Mrs. Jean Marie Guitton
     Ms. Earlene Hamilton
     Mrs. Neil Lawrence Harrington
     Ms. Merel J. Harrison 
     Ms. Inez Hawkins
     Mrs. James B. Helton, Jr.
     Mr. Glynn Richard Hudson
     Mr. and Mrs. Jerry R. Hunt
     Mrs. Elish Hurst
     Mr. and Mrs. Hiram M. Jackson
     Mr. and Mrs.  Ronald Johns
     Ms. Martha Johnson
     Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Karlinski
     Dr. and Mrs. Don King
     Dr. Kenneth Marks
     Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. McMillian, III
     Mr. and Mrs. Jerry M. McRee
     Mr. and Mrs. William Davidson Morrison
     Mr. and Mrs. Randall A. New
     Mr. and Mrs. Tommy Noles
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The installation of her parents’ satellite 
dish changed the course of Leslie Hafer’s 
life forever.  Working full time after high 
school, she happened to be home during 
the installation.  “The technician mentioned 
attending GMC at the nearby Moody Air 
Force Base,” she recalled.  “I’d decided to 
become a national sales rep, which required an 
associate’s degree. The idea of attending night 
school, close to home, while keeping my job, 
sounded perfect.” 

Her parents weren’t so sure.  “They hadn’t 
gone to college, so their thought was, why not 
just work?” But Leslie was determined and 
began attending GMC nights and on weekends. 
Then, another turning point.  “I’d heard the 
biology teacher was tough, but when I finally 
took his class, I loved it!” she said. “That’s 
when I knew I wanted to become a biology 
teacher.” 

Fast-forward several years. Leslie had 
graduated from GMC, married and earned 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in biology.  
“Looking for my first teaching job, I applied 
for a position at GMC,” she said.  To Leslie’s 
pleasant surprise, the administrator who’d 
admitted her as a student offered her an 
adjunct professor position. 

Today, nearly 20 years later, Leslie serves as 
the director of GMC Valdosta’s campus and 
is completing her doctorate in organizational 
leadership.  She has seen the campus grow from two faculty members to a team of 120, 
serving a student population of 2,300.  She’s also been part of the campus’ physical expansion, 
from its original home on the Moody Air Force Base to a downtown storefront to its current 
48,000 square feet of stand-alone space.  

“It’s been an exciting time to be at GMC Valdosta due to our growth,” Leslie said.  “More than 
that, I’m here because of the difference we make in people’s lives.  GMC is much more than an 
open enrollment school.” 

Leslie also recognizes the courage it takes many students to apply.  “I’ve actually found them 
sitting in the hall, trying to work up the nerve.  And many, like me, are first generation college 
students who don’t know how to navigate the education system.  But if they show their 
willingness, each one of us at GMC is ready to meet them more than half way.”

Leslie Hafer, Director, GMC Valdosta Campus

“I’m here because of the difference we make in people’s lives.” -- Leslie Hafer 

From GMC alumna to campus director
Going the distance to help students succeed  

     Dr. Maidana K. Nunn
     Dr. Stuart J. Padove
     Mr. and Mrs. David Pettigrew
     Mr. and Mrs. Gus Pursley, Jr.
     Mr. Steven Rogers
     Dudley and Jenny Rowe
     Dr. and Mrs. Luis Samper
     Randy and Elizabeth Sheppard
     Mr. and Mrs. Aubrey H. Simpson
     Mr. and Mrs. Gary L. Thrower
     Mr. and Mrs. Grady Torrance
     Mr. and Mrs. Ken Vance
     Mr. and Mrs. Russell E. Walden
     Mrs. Carole Medows Walker
     Dr. Amy J. Wright
   
Mr. Harold Goodrich
     Mrs. Lauren Benson Deen
     Ms. Merel J. Harrison 
     Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Johns
     Mr. and Mrs. Ed Menger, Jr.
     Old Capital Garden Club
     Dr. Vickie Brown Richards
     The Honorable and Mrs. Hugh P. Thompson
     Mr. and Mrs. L. N. Thompson, III
     Mrs. Kill H. Werner
     
Dr. Samuel Goodrich
     Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Johns

Mrs. Zell Grant
     Mr. and Mrs. Ken Vance

Mr. Robert H. Green
     Mr. and Mrs. Walter C. Green, II

Mr. Fermor Hargrove, Jr.
     Mrs. Nathalie Goodrich
     Mrs. Charles M. Graham, Jr.
     Dr. and Mrs. Patrick J. Neligan
     Mr. and Mrs. L. N. Thompson, III

Mr. Ralph Harrington
     Mrs. Beegee Baugh
     Dr. and Mrs. John H. Ferguson
     Mr. and Mrs. Albert F. Gandy
     Mr. John W. Grant, Jr.
     COL William M. Harrington, USAF (Ret.)
     Mrs. James B. Helton, Jr.
     Dr. Maidana K. Nunn
     The Honorable and Mrs. Hugh P. Thompson
     
Mr. James T. Harris
     Dr. Maidana K. Nunn

Mr. Emory Duren Harrison
     Ms. Merel J. Harrison
     Dr. Lyndall H. Muschell

Al and Gay Hatcher
     Dr. Lisa Helton Hudson

Mr. Robert H. Herndon, Sr.
     Mrs. Beegee Baugh
     Ms. Brenda P. Briley
     Drs. Robert and Anne Culberson
     Ms. Kathy Culpepper
     Ms. Angelyn A. Duke
     Dr. and Mrs. George L. Echols
     Dr. and Mrs. John H. Ferguson
     Mrs. Emily Garner
     Mr. John W. Grant, Jr.
     Mr. and Mrs. Walter C. Green, II
     Mr. and Mrs. Charles Grimes
     Mrs. James B. Helton, Jr.
     Mr. and Mrs. Tullie Jones
     Ms. Kathy A. Lawrence
     Mr. and Mrs. Jerry M. McRee
     Mr. Tony Owen, Jr.
     Mr. and Mrs. David Pettigrew
     Ms. Edwina M. Simpson
     Mr. William H. Smith, III
     Mr. and Mrs. William Asbury Stembridge
     Mr. and Mrs. Robert Stern
     The Honorable and Mrs. Hugh P. Thompson
     Mr. and Mrs. Gary L. Thrower
     Mr. and Mrs. Grady Torrance
     Dr. and Mrs. Marcus Tripp
     Mr. and Mrs. Ken Vance

Mr. Charles B. Hodges, Jr.
     Robert and Martha Keber

Mr. and Mrs. Howard J. Hoffman
     Mr. John Hoffman, Jr.

Mr. Hal Hollcroft
     Mr. and Mrs. L. N. Thompson, III

Mr. John Howard
     Mr. and Mrs. L. N. Thompson, III

Ms. Inez Hughes
     Mrs. Lauren Benson Deen

Mr. James L. Ivey
     Mrs. Rosemary Ivey Phillips

Mr. Randale Johnson
     Carrollton High School Class of 1966
     Mr. and Mrs. Tullie Jones
     Drs. Stephen and Heather Langston
     Ms. Carol Larsson
     Dr. Brad Mathias and Ms. Hana Wood
     Dr. Maidana K. Nunn
     Old Capitol Garden Club
     

Mr. A. Alling Jones
     Dr. and Mrs. Jack B. Caskey
     Dr. and Mrs. Joe Edwards
     Dr. and Mrs. John H. Ferguson
     Mr. and Mrs. David Grant
     Ms. Earlene Hamilton
     Mrs. Carolyn S. Hurt
     Mr. and Mrs. Homer N. Meier, Jr.
     Ms. Catherine R. Moirai
     Mr. W. Edward Robinson, III
     Dr. and Mrs. John E. Sallstrom
     Mr. Walter L. Stafford
     Mr. and Mrs. John P. Thornton
     Dr. and Mrs. Frank B. Vinson
     Dr. Amy J. Wright
    
LTC Harold R. Jones
     Mrs. William E. Owens

COL Wiliiam Kemp
     Mrs. Beverly W. Council

Mr. C. E. Kilgore
     Mrs. Betty K. Bertoli

COL Roger Lawson
     Mrs. Roger Lawson

Mr. Freddy Layton
     Mr. Larry Allen
     Mr. Charles M. Ashfield
     Mrs. Beverly W. Council
     Mr. and Mrs. Walter C. Green, II
     Mr. and Mrs. Chester L. Gunby
     Ms. Jennifer Hughes
     Mr. Brian Ibsen
     Mr. and Mrs. William H. Lawson, Jr.
     Mr. and Mrs. Gus Pursley, Jr.
     Mrs. Frances R. Simpson
     Mr. and Mrs. Grady Torrance

Mrs. Joyce Mercer
     Mr. John W. Grant, Jr.
     Mr. and Mrs. Randall A. New

Mr. Rod Minor
     Mr. and Mrs. Luther Minor

Jere and Kay Moore
    The Honorable and Mrs. Powell Moore
     Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Peebles
     Mr. and Mrs. Gus Pursley, Jr.
     Ms. Edwina M. Simpson
     
Ms. Lois Moore
     Mr. and Mrs. L. N. Thompson, III
     Dr. Amy J. Wright
   
Mr. Michael Moses
     Martin Harris Moses
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After finishing his 24-hour shift as a Warner Robins 
firefighter, Randy Toms arrived home to find his wife and 
daughter waiting at the kitchen counter. “They were 
grinning like they were up to something and that’s never 
good,” he laughs. “They sat me down and my daughter 
said, ‘Dad, I want you to go to college.’ I explained I didn’t 
want to go to college, but she wasn’t buying it. She said she 
knew I’d sacrificed to send her to private school and she 
wanted me to give GMC a try.” 

Randy considered his daughter’s words and decided to get 
busy, looking for ways to wriggle off the hook.  “The first 
hurdle I counted on was my work schedule. But my boss 
said we could work it out. Then I knew the cost would keep 
me out. But my boss said the city would pay for it,” he says. 
“I was quickly running out of reasons and starting to worry 
I’d actually have to go.” 

Yet Randy kept faith in his resistance campaign, even as 
he passed the entry test and enrolled at GMC’s Warner 
Robins campus.  “I was truly a terrible high school student, 
so I was confident I’d fail GMC’s required algebra course 
and be done,” he recalls. 

Fortunately, his teacher, Linda Faraone, had a stronger 
will. “I tried to quit that class five times, but Ms. Faraone 
wouldn’t let me. She made special practice sheets and 
makeup tests for me, and spent many hours after class 
helping me learn the material,” he says. “That fifth time I 
quit, she literally followed me down the hall and pulled me 
back into her classroom.” 

Randy managed to pass algebra and, at Ms. Ferone’s suggestion/insistence enrolled in her statistics class the next 
semester. That’s when everything clicked. “I understood statistics right away and could even help my classmates,” he says.  
“And it dawned on me… maybe I always had wished I’d gone to college.” 

The next year, at 49, Randy graduated from GMC with a degree in general studies—and a whole lot more. “Regardless 
of whether that degree made me a better firefighter, it made me feel better about myself,” he says. “It gave me the 
confidence to do things outside my comfort zone.” 

Which is just what Randy did.  In 2012, he retired after 27 years in the Fire Service, entered the Warner Robins mayoral 
race and celebrated a handy win. 

Today, from the mayor’s office, he shares high praise for the GMC staff and faculty who helped prepare him for this 
exciting, challenging and unexpected chapter in his life. “What they have at GMC is special. They get you ready, whether 
it’s for more school or to go to work. They set you up to succeed.” 

Randy now encourages others to follow their secret desire to expand their horizons. “I always thought I wasn’t college 
material, but GMC proved me wrong.  Even if you don’t think you’ll fit in, even if you think you’re not ready for college, 
give GMC a try,” he says.  “They can give you an opportunity to do great things you thought you’d miss, just because you 
assumed you didn’t fit the college mold.” 

And as for Mayor Tom’s family…they knew it all along. And they couldn’t be more proud. 

MAJ Edward Jackson Neal
     Mrs. Edward Jackson Neal

Mr. Loyd D. New
     Ms. Merel J. Harrison
 
Dr. and Mrs. Max Noah
    LTG and Mrs. Max W. Noah, USA (Ret.)

Ms. Martha Olsen
     Mrs. Lauren Benson Deen

Mr. Roy Pinkerton, Jr.
     Mr. Richard Dee Taylor

Mr. Hubert F. Rawls
     Mr. and Mrs. Marion H. Gardner

Mr. William Edward Robinson, IV
   The Honorable  William T. Moore, Jr.

Mr. John W. Rogers
     Mr. R. Pat Rogers

Mr. Parnell Ruark
     Mr. Jim Sims
     Mr. and Mrs. L. N. Thompson, III

Mrs. Llewellyn D. Searson
     Mr. William B. Searson, III

Mr. Alan B. Sibley, Jr.
     Mr. and Mrs. Winston H. Sibley

Mr. Charles N. Simpson
     Mrs. Lauren Benson Deen
     Mrs. Jane Simpson

Mr. R. William Skinner
     Ms. Lavinia W. Skniier

John P. and Frances T. Thornton
     Mr. and Mrs. John P. Thornton

Mrs. Joy Thornton
     Ms. Libby Blair
     Ms. Julie R. Brooker
     MAJ Shannon G. Davis
     Mrs. Valerie Dixon
     MAJ Brent Gebel
     GMC Prep School Faculty
     Mr. and Mrs. Joe Grant
     MAJ Karen K. Grimes
     Mr. and Mrs. Jim Leben
     Ms. Amy R. Lee
     LTC and Mrs. David Lewis
     Mr. James Lunsford
     Anne and Dell Mason
     Ms. Sharon McClung
     MAJ Clay McElheny
     Mrs. Helen Minter Ray

     Mr. David Allen Simmons, Jr.
     Ms. Jennifer L. Spencer
     Ms. Cathy Williams
     
Ms. Sarah Waller
     Mr. and Mrs. L. N. Thompson, III

MAJ Sam Whatley
     Mr. Tony Owen, Jr.

Mr. Larry Wheat
     Jeff and Babbie Jaco

Mr. Norman J. Wilder, Jr.
     Mr. and Mrs. Gregory E. Goldsberry
     Ms. Earlene Hamilton
     Ms Merel J. Harrison
     Mrs. Sandra Wilder

Mrs. Gene Williamson
     Mrs. Lauren Benson Deen
     Mr. and Mrs. Ed Menger, Jr.
     The Honorable and Mrs. Hugh P. Thompson
     Mr. and Mrs. L. N. Thompson, III
      Mr. and Mrs. Gary L. Thrower

Mr. Freddie Haas Wood
     Dr. Maidana K. Nunn

Mr. James J. Woods
     Mary Woods Fulcher

Mr. Otis Woods, Jr.
     Mrs. Patsy B. Woods

Mr. William O. Wright
     Mrs. Martha W. Goodrich

HONOR
Mrs. Beegee Baugh
     Ms. Ginny Binion

Mr. Brendan Beasley
     Mr. and Mrs. David Beasley

Ms. Samantha Beasley
      Mr. and Mrs. David Beasley

MG Peter J. Boylan
     Mrs. Beegee Baugh
     Ms. Catherine P. Carter
     Ms. Deborah E. Condon
     Dr. and Mrs. George L. Echols
     Eubanks Landscaping & Construction, Inc.
     Mrs. Sara Lane Flake
     Mr. and Mrs. John R. Fraser
     Ms. Earlene Hamilton
     Mr. Billy Moran Hargrove
     Mrs. James B. Helton, Jr.

     Mr. and Mrs. Rollin W. Ivey, Jr.
     Mr. Robert Joiner
     Mr. Linton W. McKnight
     Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. McMillan, III
     LT and Mrs. Donald Nau
     Dr. and Mrs. Patrick J. Neligan
     Mrs. Bert Rawls
     Mr. and Mrs. Dwayne Sentell
     Mrs. Erica Stone
     Reverend and Mrs. William H. Stubba
     COL and Mrs. Fred Van Horn, USA (Ret.)
     Mr. and Mrs. Ken Vance
     Jim and Denise Wansley
     
 Andrew Deen
     Mrs. Lauren Benson Deen

Joel Deen
     Mrs. Lauren Benson Deen

COL Charles W. Ennis
     Ms. Carol Evans
     Ms. Jane Piper

Ms. Salley Flood
     Mr. and Mrs. Jeffery Flood

Ms. Floride Gardner
     Ms. Edwina M. Simpson

Jake* and Maxine Goldstein
     Ms. Connie Pitirri

Mr. Harold Goodrich*
     Old Capital Garden Club

Dr. J. Allan Goodrich
     Mrs. Martha W. Goodrich

Mr. John W. Grant, Jr.
    Mr. and Mrs. Ken Vance

Mr. J. Alejandro Gutierrez
     Mr. and Mrs. Richard Williams Miller

Ms. Merel Harrison
     Ms. Earlene Hamilton

Cadet Maxwell Hopkins
     Mr. Ernest Gene Dyal

Mr. Bronte Joseph
     Mr. Teddy Randolph

Mrs. Nancy Kennedy
     Mrs. Katherine Bray
  
Ms. Courtney Kitchens
     Mr. and Mrs. Ed Menger, Jr.

Ms. Keely Kitchens
     Mr. and Mrs. Ed Menger, Jr.

GMC alumnus credits GMC with success in life
At 48, he resisted going back to school . . . but GMC wouldn’t let him off the hook!

Randy Toms, Mayor of Warner Robins, Ga.

“What they have at GMC is special. They get you ready, whether it’s for more school or to go to work. They  
set you up to succeed.” -- Randy Toms
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Mr. Kyle Kitchens
     Mr. and Mrs. Ed Menger, Jr.

Ms. Kristin Kuehn
     Mrs. Gina Mills Kuehn

Ms. Kim Leben
     Dr. and Mrs. James F. Strickland, Jr.

Mrs. Margaret T. Miller
     Mr. and Mrs. Grady Torrance

The Honorable and Mrs. Powell Moore
     Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Peebles
     Ms. Edwina M. Simpson

MAJ James Patterson
     Dr. Anne L. Patterson

Miss Christine Price
     Drs. Stephen and Heather Langston

Mr. Clifford Owdom
     Mr. Terry Johnson
     Ms. Sherry Mathis
     Mr. Edward Dean Mills
     Mr. Harold McRae
     Mr. Joe Mobley
     Ms. Judye Rhea
     Ms. Jane Simpson
     Mr. Dess Smith

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Simpson
     Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Peebles

Mr. Steven A. Simpson
     Mrs. Jane Simpson

The Robert Stern Family
     Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Peebles

COL John Thornton
     Ms. Ginny Binion

Dr. Andrew W.  Torrance
     Mr. and Mrs. Grady Torrance

LTC Steve M. Torrance
     Mr. and Mrs. Grady Torrance

COL Thomas G. Torrance
     Mr. and Mrs. Grady Torrance

The Honorable and Mrs. W. J. Usery
     Dr. Amy J. Wright

The Honorable W. J. Usery
     Mr. Joseph B. Leonard

CPT James D. Walton
     Ms. Amy Walton

The  Martin Woff Family
     Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Peebles

The Thomas Yarbrough Family
     Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Peebles

Mr. Adam Youmons
     COL and Mrs. John C. Thornton

EMPLOYEE GIVING
Ms. Karen V. Ambellas-Cates
LTC  Patrick Beer, USA (Ret.)
MAJ David S. Bill
MAJ Libby Blair
Mr. Mitchell Bond
Mrs. Andrea Bourne
MG  Peter J. Boylan, USA (Ret.)
Mrs. Donna R. Bradley
MAJ Julie R. Brooker
MAJ Jennifer Duckworth Brown
Dr. Linda A. Brown
Ms. Brenda Brown
Ms. Barbara Bundrage
Mr. Ryan Chambers
Mr. George Cliff
Mrs. Amber R. Collins
Ms. Maria Collins
LTC Marilu Deason Couch
Ms. Whitney Ann Davis
MAJ Shannon G. Davis
Mrs. Lauren Benson Deen
Mr. Blair T. Dietrich
MAJ Valerie Dixon
Ms. Donna H. Estes
MAJ Emily Fairbrass
Mr. Charlie Farmer
Ms. Pam Filley
Ms. Donna Findley
Mr. Paul P. Garland
Mrs. Janeen S. Garpow
MAJ Brent Gebel
Ms. Christine Giles
LTC Pam Grant
Mr.  Jeff Gray
Mr. John Edward Griffin, Jr.
MAJ Karen K. Grimes
Mrs. Marsha Grimes
Ms. Earlene Hamilton
Mr. Charles Harbor
MAJ  Leonard Harmon
Mr. Xionghui He
Ms. Cathy Herring
SSG Joseph Paul Henao
Mr. Brian K. Hill
Dr. Mike Holmes
Mr. Tommie Holsey
Ms. Elizabeth M. Hopson
Ms. Anne Huffine

Ms. Joy S. Hughes
Mr. Wade Humphrey
Ms. Angela Russell Hunt
Dr. Susan Isaac
Ms. Valorie Johnson
MAJ Robbie Favors Jones
Mr.  Jay Knight
Ms. Robin D. Knight
MAJ Linda Lawrence
LTC Kim  Leben
MAJ Amy R. Lee
Mrs. Sharon Leverett
Ms. Carol D. Leverette
LTC David Lewis
Ms. Tina L. Lewis
Ms. Betty Little
Mr. James Lunsford
Mr. Charles E. Madden
MAJ Anne  Mason
Mr. Dennis Masters
Mr. William Anthony Mayo
Ms. Sharon McClung
MAJ Clay McElheny
Mr. Donnie Meeks, Jr.
Ms. Susan V. Meeks
MAJ Amanda Christine Mercer
Mr. Paul Michael Mills
Mr. Brian C. Milner
COL Linda Moore
Ms. Kimberly D. Mountain
Mr. Charles Myers
Ms. Kellie Mzik
Mrs. Erin Altmeyer Newton
Mrs. Kay Niblett
Mr. Brad Owens
Mr. Christopher R. Parks
Ms. April Raley
Mrs. Helen Minter Ray
Mr. Felix Reeves
Dr. Ramona G. Rice
Mr. Garland Riner
Ms. Jill Robbins
Mr. Stephen Roberson
MAJ Patti Rogers
Mr. James B. Rowland, Jr.
SFC Van Dexter Rutledge
SFC Simon Ryan
Mrs. Karen Williams Seagraves
Mr.  Scott Seagraves
Mrs. Jackie Sentell
LTC Edward Shelor
Mrs. Elizabeth Sheppard
Mr. Robert Paul Sherwood
Mr. David Allen Simmons, Jr.
Mr. Steven A. Simpson
Mr. William P. Sinski

ENDOWED FUNDS
The Georgia Military College Foundation gratefully acknowledges the generosity of donors to the following funds that are either 
building toward endowment or fully endowed, with individual market values of $25,000 to over $1.5 million each.

An endowed fund represents a “perpetual gift.”  Income from the invested fund is used to fulfill the intended purpose, and any 
income in excess of the award is returned to the principal to grow the fund.

An investment of $25,000 will establish an endowed fund and may be completed over a five-year period.  
Italics indicate funds that have not yet reached endowment level.

Scholarships
Academic Scholarship Endowment
Alumni Scholarship (1879 Circle of Friends)
Athletic Scholarship Fund
Ophelia Moore Bell Scholarship
Board of Trustees Scholarship
Butts-Cordell Education Fund
Lieutenant General William B. Caldwell, III 
   Memorial Scholarship Fund
Howard H. “Bo” Callaway Scholarship Fund
John Bulow Campbell Scholarship
Bessie Moran Chandler Scholarship
Class of 2014 Scholarship 
Lew Cordell Scholarship
William R. “Bill” Craig Scholarship Fund
Frank C. and Dorothy K. Davis Scholarship
Charlotte M. and Albert F. Gandy Scholarship 
Georgia Power Scholarship Fund
GMC ‘73 Scholarship
GMC-Augusta Scholarship Endowment
GMC-Columbus Scholarship Endowment 
GMC-Fairburn Scholarship Endowment 
GMC-Madison Scholarship Endowment 
GMC-Milledgeville Scholarship Endowment 
GMC-Sandersville Scholarship Endowment 

GMC-Stone Mountain Scholarship Endowment 
GMC-Valdosta Scholarship Endowment
GMC-Warner Robins Scholarship Endowment
Abe and Celia Goldstein Memorial     
   Scholarship Fund
Jacob L. and Maxine S. Goldstein   
   Scholarship Endowment
Bill and Ruth Hartman Athletic Fund
Edgar Jackson Scholarship Fund
Colonel William M. Kemp      
   Scholarship Endowment
Senator Culver and Mrs. Tillie Kidd Scholarship
Olin B. King Scholarship Fund
John Thomas “Sonny” King Memorial   
   Scholarship 
Lonnie E. Martin Scholarship
Chad Mercer Scholarship
Military Endowment
Helen Moore Memorial Scholarship
Robert Nunn Scholarship Fund
Ruth Sims Page/Alma Sims Adams Athletic  
   Scholarship
Custis N. Proctor Memorial Scholarship
John Stephen Robertson Scholarship Fund
William E. Robinson, IV Memorial Scholarship

Allen and Martha Shealy Scholarship Fund 
John A. Sibley Scholarship Fund
Michael Stokely Scholarship
Tommy Thompson Athletic Fund
Walter Troutman Academic Scholarship
Walter Troutman Football Scholarship
W.J. Usery, Jr. Scholarship Fund
Major Herschel Walden Scholarship Fund
Larry J. Wheat Football Scholarship Endowment
Charles Whitfield Scholarship
John and Gene Williamson Scholarship Fund

Awards and Programs
Peter J. Boylan Endowment for Ethics
Charles W. and Virginia B. Ennis Fund
E.J. Grassmann Scientific Endowment
Charles B. Hodges, Jr. Library Book Fund
HS Class of 1953 Award Fund
Harold and Brenda Mason Golf Fund
Moore Family Fund for Faculty  Enrichment
Ruark Athletic Endowment
Science Endowment
Alan B. Sibley Library Chair
Nettie Whitaker Cone Sibley Library Fund
W.J. Usery, Jr. Award Fund

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  R E P O R T  2 0 1 2 - 2 0 1 3   |   C R E A T I N G  G A T E W A Y S   |   3 73 6   |   G E O R G I A  M I L I T A R Y  C O L L E G E



Mr. Justin Skywatcher
Mrs. Susan Smith-Fenwick
Ms. Deloris Somers
Ms. Linda L. Sovereign
Mr. Randy Sowell
MAJ Jennifer L. Spencer
Mr. Wayne Splier
MAJ Stacie A. Stevenson
Mr. Mark A. Strom
Mr. Bruce O. Thomas
COL  John C. Thornton
Mrs. SallyThrower
Mr. Mark Tolbert
Mrs. Jill Towns
Ms. Natasha Tremble
COL Fred Van Horn, USA (Ret.)
Mrs. Carol Vance
Mr. Justin R. Vanderwerff
Mrs. Denise H. Wansley

Mr. Richard Ward
Ms. Jennifer Watson
Mr. Benjamin West
Mr.  Bert P. Williams
MAJ Cathy Williams
MAJ Stephanie Williams
Ms. Carlee Williamson
Ms. Tracie Wilson
Mrs. Karen Wright
Mr. Joseph Yearwood
Mrs. Moona Sook Yu
Ms. Amy Zipperer

MATCHING GIFT 
COMPANIES
Eli Lilly and Company Foundation
J. M. Huber Corporation
Norfolk Southern Foundation

State Farm Insurance
The Boeing Company

GIFTS IN KIND
Mr. and Mrs. Don Braxley
Burnt Pine Plantation
Dr. and Mrs. George Coletti
Mr. and Mrs. Ronal Colvin
Dr. and Mrs. James B. Craig, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Dean H. Grant
Mr. Wade Humphrey
Mr. and Mrs. Randall A. New
Dudley and Jenny Rowe
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Your personal values are literally endowed when you create 
and fund a named endowment with the Georgia Military 
College Foundation. This is so much more than endowing a 
program, facilities, or even part of our operational budget. Your 
commitment to our mission and ideas will be carried into the 
future at Georgia Military College for generations through your 
endowment fund.

Consider for a moment your grandchildren and their children. 
Family members in distant future generations will not have 
known you, though they will know something important about 
you through the endowment. Imagine the effect this will have on 
your family. They will have an insight into your generosity, your 
values, and it could influence them to add to your endowment or 

perhaps create one of their own. Endowments convey values in 
powerful ways.

An endowment doesn’t necessarily require a lump-sum gift or 
even a large sum of money. Some may be surprised to learn that 
an endowment can get started right away, build up over time, or 
even receive your ultimate gift through your estate. We work to 
help you set reasonable objectives for your endowment and to 
make it convenient, always.

Many generous donors use endowments as tools to pass their 
values on to future generations. You can find out more about 
endowments at www.gmcfoundation.org/How to Give/Types of 
Gifts/Gifts That Make an Impact After Your Lifetime/Endowed 
Gifts.

Endowing Values

Is your name missing?
Listed in this report are all contributions made during the 

2012-2013 fiscal year to Georgia Military College through 

the GMC Foundation, the fundraising arm of the College. 

Every effort has been made to verify names for accuracy and 

completeness. If your name is not included and you think it 

should be, the following may explain the omission.

1. You made your gift directly to a department or program 

and not through the Georgia Military College Foundation. 

These gifts are not included in our records; hence, we are 

not aware of your contribution. The Georgia Military College 

Foundation was established in 1955 to receive all gifts to 

Georgia Military College.

2. You made your gift prior to July 1, 2012 or after June 30, 

2013.

3. You made a pledge instead of a gift. This listing includes 

only gifts received. If you made a pledge during 2012-2013 

but elected not to begin payment on it until after June 30, 

2013, you will be listed in next year’s Annual Giving Report.

4. Even though the listing was checked and rechecked, 

mistakes could have been made,we humbly apologize in 

advance. If so, please contact us at (478) 445-0202 so we can 

recheck our records and make the necessary corrections.



he legislative chamber glistened with candlelight, silver-adorned garland and majestic snow 
white floral arrangements for the eleventh annual President’s Gala Reception and Dinner.  
This occasion, termed by guests as the “social event of the season,” is a celebration of the 
holiday spirit, the spirit of giving and the spirit of commitment to a greater good.  Hosted by 
GMC President LtGen William B. Caldwell, IV and his wife, Stephanie, the Gala honored 
members of the 2013 President’s Circle and the Oak Leaf Society.

Through the key efforts and generosity of those in attendance, the GMC Foundation received gifts of more than 
$675,000.  President’s Circle members alone were responsible for this substantial portion of the $1.5 million given in 
support of Georgia Military College during fiscal year 2013.

Lieutenant General William B. Caldwell, IV, President of Georgia Military College, commented:  “This is an exciting 
time for our college, and a very exciting time to be a part of something that changes lives. To so many of you who are 
committed to making a difference by providing support to assist our students and programs I want to say thanks – thanks 
for making a difference! It is because of the selfless service that each of you has exhibited that we are able to continue to 
provide opportunities and a new future to so many young men and women.” 
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Right (L-R): Rick Caldwell,   
Randy New, General   
Caldwell, Harold Mason 
__________________

Below Left:  Emily Garner,   
COL Charles Ennis
__________________

Below Right: Stephanie 
Caldwell, Bill Usery
__________________

Right: Sara Flake, 
Louise Helton
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Left : Inez Hawkins, Maxine 
Goldstein 
____________________

Below Left:  Dudley Rowe,  
General Caldwell
____________________

Below Right: MAJ Jim and  
Fran Patterson
____________________

Bottom: Winston Sibley,  
Dr. Michael and Cathy Duke, 
Dot Sibley, Merritt Massey



ASSETS____________________________________________________________________________

Cash                              262,829
Investments                                                10,274,725
Promises to give                                                       452,576
Rental property and equipment, net                                          83,102
Land held for investment                                                  100,208

  Total assets                   11,173,440

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS____________________________________________________________________________

Liabilities
 Note payable                                58,480

  Total liabilities                             58,480

Net assets
 Unrestricted
  Undesignated                        237,898
  Board designated for endowment               2,614,672
 Temporarily restricted                               2,916,735
 Permanently restricted                              5,345,655

  Total net assets                        $11,114,960

  Total liabilities and net assets                      $11,173,440

Audited by Mauldin & Jenkins, LLC

Audit report available in the Office of Advancement upon request

Additional Trustee Endowment funds bring the total assets to $11,392,875.88.

GEORGIA MILITARY COLLEGE FOUNDATION, INC.   |   JUNE 30, 2013

Statement of Financial Position

GEORGIA MILITARY COLLEGE   |   JUNE 30, 2013
          

OPERATING REVENUES_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Student Tuition and Fees                  43,527,738.05 
  Less: Scholarship Allowances               -18,455,944.48 
 

 Grants and Contracts          
  Federal                     4,536,059.06 
  State                     6,604,697.23 
  Nongovernmental         311,823.08 
 Auxiliary Enterprises          
  Residence Halls                       747,621.50 
 

  Bookstore                    3,734,543.31 
  Food Service                    1,614,786.98 
  Intercollegiate Athletics                         84,028.75 
 

 Other Operating Revenues         382,125.03 
  

   Total Operating Revenues               43,087,478.51 
            

OPERATING EXPENSES          _____________________________________________________________________________________
 

Salaries           
  Faculty                   11,147,139.91 

  Staff                   11,812,443.53 
 Employee Benefits                    5,491,863.87 
 Travel            391,919.34 
 Scholarships and Fellowships                 12,531,094.14 
 Utilities                      1,494,756.77 
 Supplies and Other Services                 16,549,970.64 
 Depreciation                     2,491,676.20 
 

   Total Operating Expenses               61,910,864.40 
         

   Operating Income (Loss)               -18,823,385.89 
             
NONOPERATING REVENUES (EXPENSES)        _____________________________________________________________________________________

 
 Grants and Contracts          
  Federal                   19,935,083.44 
   

 Gifts                      2,814,868.78 
 Interest and Other Investment income                      153,757.69 
 Interest Expense (Capital Assets)            -275,338.71

 Other Nonoperating Revenues                328,931.65
             
    Net Nonoperating Revenues              22,957,302.85 

             
    Increase/(Decrease) in Net Assets               4,133,916.96 

             
Net Position - Beginning of Year                 67,021,492.31 

            
Net Assets - End of Year                  71,155,409.27 

 
Audited by Georgia Department of Audits and Accounts
Audit report available at www.audits.ga.gov       

Statement of Revenues   EXPENSES AND CHANGES IN NET POSITION
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Mr. Randall A. New, Chairman

Mr. George Hogan, Sr., Vice Chairman
Honorable Richard A. Bentley  
Rev. Tony Fraley   
Mr. Alberto C. Martinez, Jr.  
Ms. Doris Renfroe   
Mr. Ken Vance                                                                                                                                             
Lieutenant General William B. Caldwell, IV, USA (Ret.),  Ex-Officio Member 

PRESIDENT

Lieutenant General William B. Caldwell, IV, USA (Ret.)

VICE PRESIDENTS AND SENIOR STAFF
COL Fred Van Horn, USA (Ret.), Executive Vice President 

Dr. Mike Holmes, Vice President for Academic Affairs and Dean of Faculty 

COL Patrick J. Beer, Commandant of Cadets and Dean of Students 

Ms. Donna Findley, Vice President for Enrollment and Retention Services 

Mr. Jeff Gray, Vice President for Engineering Services 

LTC James Lopez, Professor of Military Science 

Mr. Ed Madden, Vice President for Business Affairs

Dr. Carol Sharon O’Dell, Vice President for Institutional Research and Effectiveness 

Ms. Elizabeth Sheppard, CFRE, Vice President for Advancement 

Mr. Mark Strom, SPHR, Vice President for Business Development and Human Resources 

COL John Thornton, Principal of Preparatory School 

Mr. Bert Williams, Junior College Athletic Director and Head Football Coach 

Mr. Jody Yearwood, Vice President for Information Technology/Online Campus 

Ms. Deborah Condon, Fairburn Campus Director 

Ms. Leslie Hafer, Valdosta Campus Director 

Mr. Ron Hundley, Columbus Campus Director 

Mr. Ted Ramsdell, Warner Robins Campus Director 

Ms. Shana Reid, Augusta Campus Director

GMC FOUNDATION EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Mr. Dudley Rowe, Chairman

Mr. John Ferguson, 1st Vice-Chairman/Development Chairman

Mr. John Williamson, 2nd Vice-Chairman

Mr. David Grant, Secretary-Treasurer

Mr. Merritt Massey, Finance Chairman

Dr. George Echols, Rules and Nominations Chairman

Mr. Larry Thompson, Real Property Chairman

Ms. Patricia Thompson, Development Committee

Lieutenant General William B. Caldwell, IV, USA (Ret.), GMC President 

Ms. Elizabeth Sheppard, CFRE, Executive Director

 ALUMNI ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Ms. Shannon New, HS ’75, JC ’76, President

Mr. Joe Mobley, HS ’63, JC ’65, President-Elect

Ms. Merel J. Harrison, HS ’73, JC ’74, Past President

Mr. Ed Robinson, HS ’59, JC ’61, Vice President

Ms. Suzanne Martin Ratliff, HS ’89, Secretary/Treasurer

Ms. Earlene H. Hamilton, Alumni Development Coordinator

Lieutenant General William B. Caldwell, IV, USA (Ret.), GMC President 

Ms. Elizabeth Sheppard, CFRE, Vice President for Advancement

4 6   |   G E O R G I A  M I L I T A R Y  C O L L E G E



NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
MACON, GEORGIA

PERMIT NO. 280

GeorGia 
Military 
ColleGe

A  L i b e r A L  A r t s  J u n i o r  C o L L e g e

201 East GrEEnE strEEt

MillEdGEvillE, GEorGia 31061

Change of ServiCe requeSted


