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D E P A R T M E N T S

Correction —Spring 2014 issue 
listed the daughter of Sandy Martinez as his wife.

Stay connected: 

As we begin a new school year, I’d like to update 

our alumni and friends on the GMC  Foundation’s 

progress – and to let you know that our much-

appreciated Vice President for Advancement, 

Elizabeth Sheppard, has left the school.  

Elizabeth announced her resignation in July, 

leaving us saddened by her out-of-state relocation 

with her husband’s job promotion, but certainly 

wishing her the best. Elizabeth set a standard for 

the Advancement Office that will remain for years 

to come. A candidate search is forthcoming and we 

hope to have the position filled in the near future.  

Until then, the Advancement Office and its dedicated 

staff will continue their good work, as always.

Turning to the more detailed business of the 

Foundation, as you know, we’ve completed our highly 

successful Campaign for the Health and Wellness 

Center and I encourage everyone to stop by The Kidd 

Center to see our impressive facility. Meanwhile, 

General Caldwell’s scholarship initiatives for the 

second half of the fiscal year yielded an additional 

$142,000 to our already largest awarding year to date 

for Foundation scholarships.

Looking ahead, please save the date for the 

next semi-annual meeting on the Friday morning of 

Alumni Weekend, October 24, 2014. Stay tuned for 

further details. This year, we’ll celebrate the 135th 

anniversary of the founding of GMC by uniting even 

more closely with the school to help fulfill the “Four 

Big Ideas” vision General Caldwell has set forth:  

grow enrollments, act as one institution, contribute to 

student success and invest in the future of GMC.  

As always, we need your input and participation to 

help advance Georgia Military College. For all you do 

to make GMC the foundational establishment it is for 

so many, thank you. 

Dudley Rowe
Chairman, GMC Foundation

LtGen William B. Caldwell, IV, GMC President, Mr. W.J. Usery, Jr., 
Mrs. Fran Pardee Usery, MG Peter J. Boylan, GMC President Emeritus, and 
Mrs. Kathy Boylan during the prep school’s first formation.
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It doesn’t take much upper-body strength to snip 
a  ribbon or open a door, but these two simple acts 
made GMC stronger, faster and healthier with the 
grand opening of the Kidd Center on May 23, 2014.

GMC officially opened the Kidd Center, it’s new $17 million health 

and wellness center, with a celebration featuring family-friendly  

activities, healthy refreshments, various health and wellness stations, 

and facility tours. The event was well attended by students, alumni, 

faculty, staff, donors and community members.

“I can’t help but get fired up thinking about what this facility is  

going to provide for Georgia Military College. Our responsibility here 

is to mold students mentally, spiritually and physically.  We’re building 

the nation’s next leaders.  That’s what we do here,” said Lt. General 

William B. Caldwell, IV, GMC President, during his opening remarks. 

“We are incredibly blessed to have this kind of facility and it is a direct 

result of the hard work of the many individuals who live, work and are 

associated with Georgia Military College.”

On May 22, GMC held a private sneak peek event for those who 

donated to the Health and Wellness Campaign, which raised an 

impressive $3.4 million in support of the Kidd Center. In fact, it’s the 

family of one of those generous donors – Georgia State Representa-

tive E. Culver “Rusty” Kidd, III – for whom the center is named. “GMC 

has been part of our family for a long time,” Representative Kidd com-

mented during the event. “It’s truly an honor that this new building will 

share the Kidd name.” 

GMC CELEBRATES 

KIDD CENTER GRAND OPENING

K I D D  C E N T E R

During facility tours, attendees had the opportunity to view the 

entire facility, which boasts state-of-the-art features, including:

• A hydrotherapy suite, which includes a hot plunge pool, cold 

plunge pool and therapy pool for post-injury rehabilitation

• More than 9,000 square feet of dedicated space for weight and 

cardio training

• A healthcare and training lab with leading-edge equipment to 

serve all students

• An elevated track for walking and running

• Classroom space for PE and health curriculum classes, study halls 

and meetings 

“At GMC, our aim is to give everyone on campus – from students 

to faculty and staff — the tools they need to excel at school and in 

life,” said General Caldwell. “I’m proud to say we now have a state-of-

the-art facility that will enhance the lives of our entire GMC family for 

many years to come. The Grand Opening event for the Kidd Center 

was the perfect way to introduce everyone to this phenomenal new 

facility.” 

K I D D  C E N T E R

“For me, being able to make this donation to GMC on behalf of my family feels like winning the lottery.”

BG Curt Rauhut, Rep. Bubber Epps, Bert Williams and LtGen Caldwell
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or 14-year-old Francisco Espaillat (pronounced   
ES-pie-yacht), basketball was an opportunity to escape.  
On the concrete court outside the Pan-American Stadium 
in Santo Domingo, the capital city of the Dominican 

Republic, Francisco could almost forget about leaving behind his 
home in New York City and moving to his parents’ native country.  
And he could almost forget about the classmates who didn’t want 
a Dominican kid with an American accent in their midst. 

It was also on that court that a fortuitous meeting would give 
Francisco the opportunity to return to the States, lead him to an 
education at GMC and launch a global adventure that continues 
today, three-plus decades later.  

Francisco explains: “The Florida State basketball team was in 
the Dominican Republic that summer playing exhibition games 
and one of the players saw me outside on the court. We started 
talking and he offered to introduce me to his coach, Hugh 
Durham.  Coach Durham noticed I also spoke fluent Spanish and 
asked if I’d stay on as their interpreter for a week or so. I thought, 
sure, why not?”

In short order, Francisco got to know the players and adult 

boosters traveling with the team. One of the boosters, a Florida 
State vice president, offered to take Francisco into his home in 
Tallahassee to finish school in the U.S.  Francisco declined, but 
kept the man’s phone number. “After the team left, I thought about 
the offer more and more. My mom made the courageous decision 
to let me go to Tallahassee and off I went.” 

But the arrangement quickly came undone.  “Everything 
seemed to be going fine, but after a couple weeks my host told me 
it wasn’t going to work out. His family was leaving on vacation and 
I wasn’t invited, and I would have to make other arrangements 
when they returned,” Francisco says without a trace of bitterness. 
“So they put me in the FSU dorms and I wondered where I’d go 
next.” 

This time, opportunity came in the form of Dr. Homer Ooten 
and his wife Pam, another FSU booster who’d met Francisco in 
Santo Domingo.  “Homer and Pam, originally from rural Tennes-
see, took on a 6’1”, 14-year-old Dominican boy who wasn’t the best 
student and didn’t have a penny,” Francisco says.  “Homer pushed 
me academically, got me into Boy Scouts and supported my 
interest in basketball.”

GMC Alumnus 

Brigadier General Francisco Espaillat: 
An Unlikely Journey to General 

GMC DEFINITELY GIVES STUDENTS THE OPPORTUNITY TO INSTILL THE 
DISCIPLINE, CHARACTER AND FINE EDUCATION THAT WILL STAY WITH 
THEM THROUGHOUT THEIR LIVES. 

F



GMC’s Early Commissioning Program (ECP), which 
allows cadets to become fully-commissioned officers 
in the United States Armed Forces in just two years,  
is ranked first among military junior colleges for  
commissioning percentages for the fourth   
consecutive year.

This designation is thanks to GMC’s commissioning of 175 
second lieutenants since 2011 — an astounding accomplishment. In 
fact, GMC’s average of 45 commissions per year outpaces the 
school’s established goal of 35 commissions per year.

Through the ECP, available only at the country’s five military 
junior colleges, cadets become officers in just two years. This opens 
the door to pursuing higher rank, benefits and pay two full years 
before their traditional ROTC counterparts. Cadets enrolled in 
ROTC programs at four-year universities and military academies 
must complete all four years of their education prior to being 
commissioned into the U.S. Armed Forces as officers. 

Lt. Col. James Lopez, former (see p. 29) GMC professor of 
military science and chair of the military science department, says 
gaining the rank of officer is an attractive benefit of GMC’s ECP 
program, but it isn’t the sole reason the program is growing in 
popularity.

“GMC has all the modern military benefits cadets need to train 
to be successful commissioned officers, but also holds the allure of 
an institution steeped in military tradition,” says Lopez. “Some of 
those assets are by design, some by geographic luck, and they all 
come together to make GMC the ideal college for any cadet aiming 
to fast-track their military career.

“Our training facilities are a huge draw for potential cadets,” says 
Lopez. “From our rifle range, rapelling tower, and various obstacle 
courses, to the brand-new Kidd Center … our training facilities are 
second-to-none.”

“GMC is close to Forts Benning and Gordon, and Robins Air 
Force Base, which is convenient for many reasons. Additionally, 
GMC is designated as an onsite Georgia Officer Training site, allow-
ing cadets to drill at GMC as part of their reserve component time. 
Cadets at other junior military colleges have to travel — sometimes 
several hours from their school — to complete their drills. The 
convenience of having a training site on campus allows cadets to 
repurpose that time for other important endeavors … like study-
ing,” says Lopez.

Cadets must prioritize academic excellence, even while working 
toward their commissioned officer status.  Why is balancing studies 
with officer training critical to success? Continuation in the 
program requires earning a bachelor’s degree from a four-year 
university within 36 months of gaining their associate’s degree and 
commissioning.
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GMC Boasts 
NATION’S TOP 

EARLY COMMISSIONING PROGRAM

By the end of high school, the 6’4” Francisco had not only 
earned his diploma, he’d become an Eagle Scout and had gotten 
basketball scholarship offers from several colleges. But Francisco 
wanted something different. “I knew this country was special and I 
wanted to give back. I still wanted to play basketball, but at a school 
where I could also pursue a law enforcement and Army career.” 

When a GMC recruiter came to call, Francisco saw his 
opportunity and took it.  “GMC was a great fit…it gave me a 
wonderful educational foundation and the military experience I 
was looking for.  The early commissioning program (see opposite 
page) also gave me an important two-year jump start on my 
military career,” he notes.  

Armed with his GMC associate’s degree in criminal justice, 
Francisco became a Milledgeville police officer and joined the 

Army Reserves.  Soon, ready for 
more, he applied and was 
selected to attend the Georgia 
State Police Academy, but the 
Army had other ideas and 
another opportunity.  “They 
sent me to the Quartermaster 
officer basic course at Fort Lee 
in Virginia, where I met a 
wonderful second lieutenant 
named Margaret Good.” 
Realizing she was “the one,” 
Francisco traded his law 
enforcement career 
for the military, 

married Margie and followed her to her assignment in 
Germany, where the couple eventually had three sons. 

In 2012, after almost 30 years of military service, 
including a four-year  assignment as a colonel and  
Project Manager for Combined Arms Tactical 
Trainers, where he was responsible for the life cycle 
management of hundreds of virtual simulation 
training systems across the Army, he decided it was 
time to retire. But once again, the Army had other 
ideas and another opportunity.  They promoted 
Francisco to Brigadier General and assigned him to a 
joint position at the Defense Logistics Agency (DLA) 
at Fort Belvoir, Va.

After completing 12 months at DLA HQ as the 
chief of current operations for the $42 billion-a-year 
logistics giant, General Espaillat was selected to serve 
as the CENTCOM Director of the Deployment 
Distribution Operations Center (CENTCOM DDOC) 
in Kuwait.  After completing his seven month deploy-
ment to the Middle East coordinating all strategic, 
operational and tactical transportation for the US 
Military in the 20 CENTCOM countries, the Army 
once again presented General Espaillat with a great 
opportunity, selecting him to be the Commanding 
General of the 143D Expeditionary Sustainment 
Command (ESC), in Orlando, Fla. After deploying  

for four months with the 143D to Kuwait and Afghanistan, he 
returned to Orlando and was reunited with his family.  

In May 2014, Brigadier General Espaillat returned to GMC for 
the first time in 20 years as the distinguished speaker during the 
annual commissioning ceremony. “When I graduated from GMC, 
I honestly wasn’t sure the school would make it.  When I returned, 
the transformation was stunning…the facilities…the fields…the 
fitness center…a four-year degree program…and almost 8,000 
students across nine campuses…it was remarkable,” he says.  
“GMC definitely gives students the opportunity to instill the 
discipline, character and fine education that will stay with them 
throughout their lives.”  

As evidence, General Espaillat is now responsible for the 
mission command of more than 10,000 soldiers in eight Southeast-
ern states as the Commanding General of the 143D ESC. “The 
moon and the stars and the universe had to line up many times 
throughout my life for me to be where I am today. But in the 
United States and in our Army, anyone who is willing to work hard 
can take advantage of the opportunities available to serve our 
Soldiers and our Nation,” he says.  “Never in my wildest dreams 
did I anticipate being a general officer and living the life I have 
lived. The opportunities came my way thanks to many great people 
who gave me a chance to excel and stay focused on doing the right 
thing. Now, I’m as content as I can be and as proud as I can be of 
GMC for all that it did for me, and for what it is doing to educate 
our next generation of Army leaders. Charter Above all - Duty, 
Honor, and Country…..Army Strong!”  

BG Espaillat with 2LT Jamie Robin during the commissioning ceremony on May 31, 2014.



“Cadets can complete their degrees at any of the 275 accredited 
four year colleges that offer ROTC programs across the U.S., but we 
are fortunate to have two universities nearby — Georgia College 
and State University (GCSU) and Mercer University -- that work 
very closely with GMC and our cadets on transferring to complete 
their degrees through the respective ROTC programs,” says Lopez, 

who also oversaw the military science programs at GCSU and 
Mercer.

Another reason cadets choose the early commissioning track is 
for the reserves component salary, and the ROTC stipend and 
benefits. Lopez says the monetary awards for ECP are ample —  
including stipends for books, fees, tuition, labs, room, board and 
participation in the program, plus pay for serving in the National 
Guard Reserves — but he thinks the real reason for GMC’s high 
retention rates is something more personal. 

“Honestly, the key differentiating factor of the ECP program at 
GMC — the factor that sets us apart from every other program 
— is the faculty and staff at GMC,” says Lopez. “The teachers here 
really care about these cadets, and will move mountains to help 
them succeed. The support and motivation the faculty gives these 
cadets breeds success, and it makes these cadets proud to be part of 
such an outstanding military family.”

Although Lopez concluded his tenure with GMC this summer, 
he’s confident the program will continue to flourish under the 
leadership of Lieutenant Colonel Tom Nelson, who assumed his 
duties June 25, 2014. (see page 29)

“Under Lieutenant Colonel Nelson’s guidance, GMC will 
continue to build its reputation and become the premier junior 
military college in the nation,” says Lopez. “I look forward to 
watching the program continue to soar under his direction.”

But Lopez also says the military faction of GMC wouldn’t be as 
successful without perhaps its most important component. “Every 
cadet and officer remains overwhelmingly grateful for all the GMC 
family — the students, faculty, staff and alumni — who provide 
unwavering support and respect to the continuing tradition of 
military pride and service on campus … which is truly the founda-
tion of GMC.”

Chief Petty Officer Jessie Regan, a World War II veteran, administered 
the first salute to his great grandson 2LT Jessie Middleton during the 
commissioning ceremony on May 31, 2014.
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Brigadier General Curt Rauhut, who 
will soon retire from the U.S. Army after 
30 years of distinguised service, joined 
GMC as the school’s first chief operating 
officer on July 17, 2014.  

As senior VP and chief operating 
officer, General Rauhut will be respon-
sible for managing the ten (to include the 
new campus in Fayetteville) GMC 
campuses located state wide, as well as 
ensuring the college’s enrollment and 
retention objectives are achieved.  In 
doing so, he will set the conditions to put 
into operation General Caldwell’s “Vision 
2029.” The vision outlines “four big ideas” 
to grow enrollment, think and act as one 
institution, contribute to student success, 
and invest in GMC’s future. 

“Curt will be a tremendous asset to our institution,” said General 
Caldwell. “He’s the right person to assist GMC in providing the environ-
ment where every student can achieve his or her full potential and achieve 
more than they ever thought was possible.”

The Cadence recently sat down with General Rauhut to talk about his 
background, his perspective on GMC and his family—and how his move to 
Georgia actually brings the general full circle. 

The Cadence (TC): As you contemplated life after the 

military, what drew you to GMC?

General Rauhut (GR): I’ve always enjoyed coaching, teaching and 
mentoring young adults to become future leaders. The mission of GMC to 
build character as a foundation within its students gives every student the 
opportunity to make his or her life better. But it was also the personal visit 
to GMC that drew me in. It was clear that character building is the 
underpinning of everything GMC teaches, whether in the classroom, on 
the athletic field or within the community.   

TC: How has your path crossed with General 

Caldwell’s over the years?

GR: We initially met in 2001 as I was arriving and he was departing the 
25th Infantry Division in Hawaii. Then I worked for him in Afghanistan in 
2010, running his ~$6 billion Afghanistan Security Force Funds (ASFF). 
These funds were used to train, equip, sustain and fund facilities for the 

Afghan police and military.  We crossed paths 
again in 2012 during his assignment as the 
Commanding General of United States Army 
North in San Antonio, Texas while I was the 
Director of Resource Management for Installa-
tion Management Command headquartered 
there. 

TC: Looking ahead, what is your 

vision for GMC?

GR: General Caldwell has established a clear 
vision and set priorities, which will allow the 
college and staff to focus our efforts. My role is to 
support General Caldwell and the college to put 
operational plans into place, along with metrics 
to achieve our goals. 

I’m also very excited to be part of a team that will 
take GMC to the next level, building upon all the great work established by 
past presidents of GMC. We’ll continue to build on the successes of the past 
through growing enrollment, expanding the school’s endowment, opening 
a new campus in Fayetteville, offering a four-year Bachelor of Applied 
Science degree… all vital initiatives. The future is all about continuing to 
make the GMC experience unique, and grounded in character building 
and leadership. 

TC: How would you describe your own leadership 

style?

GR: Collaborative. I play with my cards facing out so everyone understands 
that sharing information is powerful and value-added to any organization. 
I believe in being an active listener—paying real attention to both verbal 
and nonverbal communication—because that’s how you hear some of the 
best ideas from the folks within your organization. 

I’m also big into team building, recognizing outstanding performance and 
setting standards. A simple “thank you” or sending a personal note to a 
valued employee costs nothing, but goes a long way in recognizing their 
performance. In regard to standards, there is an old saying that good 
organizations have standards and great organizations enforce standards. 
GMC is a great organization with standards in place that contributed to my 
decision to be part of the team. Collaboration, team building, employee 
recognition, standardization and working hard to accomplish the GMC 
mission…that pretty much sums up my leadership style. 

MEET 

BRIGADIER GENERAL CURT RAUHUT
Incoming GMC Senior Vice President and Chief Operating Officer (COO)

Brigadier General Rauhut 

The GMC ‘73 Scholarship was established February 1, 2014 as a memorial to all alumni from the 

70s era (1970 -1979) who have passed away. This memorial will enable the recipient to attend GMC 

Prep School over a three-year period (grades 10-12). The scholarship is intended to give financial 

assistance to someone who otherwise would not have the opportunity for a GMC education. Each 

recipient of this scholarship must be a student in good standing. The student must have a minimum 

grade point average (GPA) of 2.73.

One hundred percent of every donation goes to the GMC ‘73 Scholarship. Donations will allow this 

endowed scholarship to grow, providing financial assistance to students for years to come. 

All alumni and friends of GMC are encouraged to donate and gifts of any amount are welcome and 

appreciated. Tax-deductible donations can be made online at www.gmcfoundation.org; or by cash 

or check, made payable to the GMC Foundation and designated for the GMC ‘73 Scholarship; or 

through automatic checking account deduction, a convenient way to offer monthly support.

Double your gift! All contributions received by December 31, 2014 will be matched, dollar for 

dollar, by GMC and the GMC Foundation.

SCHOLARSHIP



   12     The Cadence  |  F A L L  2 0 1 4  F A L L  2 0 1 4   |  The Cadence     13

GMC recently honored two of its own, appointing Ms. Carolyn 
Thomas and Dr. Thomas Davison, Jr., as trustees emeriti in 
recognition of their long-term dedication and positive impact on 
the school.  

For more than 31 years, Dr. Davidson served as a member of 
the GMC Board of Trustees, holding positions of member, finance 
committee chair, and advisor to two board chairmen and three 
college presidents.  

Meanwhile, Carolyn 
Thomas served as a 
GMC trustee for more 
than 25 years, holding 
positions of member, 
chairperson of the 
junior college education 
committee, secretary 
and treasurer, and 
advisor to two board 
chairmen and three 
college presidents.  

During their 
tenures, and thanks to 
their leadership, 

expertise and collaboration, GMC was twice reaffirmed by the 
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, and expanded its 
student body from 1,000 students to more than 8,000.  During this 
same timeframe, Ms. Thomas and Dr. Davidson helped lead the 
school to restored financial health, eliminated all deferred mainte-
nance, and leased state-of-the art facilities at five campuses and 
three extension centers across the state, at a cost raised by the 

college of more than  
$100 million. 

“The GMC board of 
trustees is profoundly 
grateful to Dr. Davison 
and Carolyn Thomas for 
the important part they 
played in the historical 
resurrection of GMC,” 
said Randall A. New, 
Chairman, GMC Board of 
Trustees.  “Their long-
term, unselfish service 
will serve as an inspira-
tional example for 
generations to come.” 

TC: We’ve heard you have childhood ties to Georgia, 

correct?

GR: Yes, this move brings me full circle! I was born in St. Louis and lived in 
Ft. Lauderdale as a young child, but actually graduated from Fayette 
County High School. It’s gratifying to see the tremendous growth there and 
to help bring GMC’s newest campus to the Fayetteville community.  

TC: Tell us about your family…

GR: I met my wife Julie after my first deployment to Afghanistan. I was 
vacationing in Las Vegas and needed to renew my driver’s license. Julie was 
in line behind me at the Department of Motor Vehicles and we struck up a 
conversation. Thank goodness for bureaucracy, because we had a long time 
to get acquainted while we waited in line.  Julie’s a city girl, from Los 
Angeles, but she’s already fallen in love with Milledgeville. During our first 
visit, she recognized what a tight community it was and how fantastic the 
people are.  She’s an active volunteer with her church, preparing meals at 
food banks and homeless outreach, so I’m sure she’ll continue with some 
form of volunteer work in Milledgeville. 

We have a son, Chase, who is an outstanding student/athlete and a black 
belt in Tai Kwon Do. In addition, we have a nephew, Nikolas, who’ll be 
moving to Milledgeville with us. He’s a baseball player and will attend 
GMC. 

TC:  You’re leaving behind managing approximately 

$11 billion dollars and 50,000 employees, one of the 

largest Department of Defense budgets in our Federal 

Government. How do you feel about your forthcom-

ing change of role?

GR: You can find challenges and opportunities in any job and I really look 
forward to working on opportunities for GMC. It’s not always about the 
dollars or head count. In the end, it’s about the people you work with. 
General Caldwell is leading a dynamic team of outstanding people all 
focused in the same direction. It’s a winning combination to work around 
people you enjoy, for a cause that’s meaningful, in a place you can call 
home.

General Rauhut most recently served as the Director of Resource 
Management for the Installation Management Command in San 
Antonio, where he directly managed $11 billion to operate 152 
garrisons and activities around the globe. 

Brigadier General Rauhut graduated from Fayette County High 
School in 1980, then attended Jacksonville State University where 
he received two Bachelor of Science degrees - one in Accounting 
and the other in Military Science. He later received an MBA from 
Syracuse University in New York and an M.A. in National Security 

CAROLYN THOMAS AND DR. THOMAS DAVIDSON, JR.
Named GMC Trustees Emeriti

Ms. Carolyn Thomas and Randy New Dr. Thomas Davidson, Jr. and Randy New

A l u m n i  S p o t l i g h t

hen Mary Beth Martinez’s parents, Al and Jeanine, 
enrolled her at GMC, she went kicking and scream-
ing. “I was 11 and wanted no part of being trans-
ferred away from my public school friends,” she 

laughs. “But my father, Al, and his brother, Sandy, had gone to 
school at GMC, so my parents knew it would provide the best 
education, plus instill discipline, punctuality, character and respect 
for others. And they were entirely right.”

But the roots of Mary Beth’s education got their start decades 
before she was even 
born, when her 
grandfather, Dr. Alberto 
Martinez, immigrated 
from Cuba to the U.S. 
with her grandmother, 
Aida. “Education was 
incredibly important to 
my grandfather. He and 
my grandmother 
moved to the States so 
he could complete his 
post-graduate medical 
training in the U.S,” she 
says. “He moved to 
Milledgeville to work, 
but chose to stay there 

because it was home to two colleges. His major life decision 
revolved around education for his family—and those who would 
come after him.” 

The GMC Years Make An Indelible Impression
Despite her initial reluctance, Mary Beth adjusted quickly to 

GMC, thriving under the school’s structure, evidenced by her grad-
uating as the high school battalion’s Executive Officer, valedictorian, 

and STAR Student. “It 
was the best decision 
my parents could have 
made,” she says. “The 
military aspect, com-
bined with top-notch 
academics, shaped the 
adult I am today.” 

Mary Beth credits 
one teacher in particu-
lar, Colonel John Alton, 
now retired, with having 
the biggest impact. “He 
was fairly strict, a mili-
tary man who believed 
strongly in the ideals  
he was trying to instill. 

Unanimous Verdict: 

GMC Alumna Mary Beth Martinez Is Making Her Mark

W

Mary Beth Martinez and COL John Alton during the ceremony for STAR Student 



During law school, she held multiple leadership roles, including Executive Notes Editor of the 
Georgia Law Review, in which she was also published.  One of her favorite law school memories was 
participating in the annual National First Amendment Moot Court Competition, a mock trial at the 
appellate level, in which she and her teammate won the national championship victory in 2013.

Emulating a Fine Role Model 
What inspired Mary Beth’s passion for the law? “It started as a little girl wanting to follow in her 

daddy’s footsteps,” she laughs. “My father is a lawyer and spent most of his career as a prosecutor…
He’d sometimes take me to work when I was a child, where I had a designated toy box…and as I got 
older, Dad would talk to me about what it actually means to be a lawyer.” 

Mary Beth certainly knows what it means to be a lawyer now. Graduating Magna Cum Laude 
from law school and passing the bar exam in both Georgia and New York, Mary Beth has just 
finished a year working as a federal appellate law clerk for the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals.  
Next up: a move to New York City, where she has accepted a position with the renowned 
Sutherland, Asbill and Brennan law firm, beginning in October. 

Carrying Forward the Family  Tradition 
What fuels Mary Beth’s unwavering drive and dedication?  “In high school and 

college, the main driver was probably a sheer fear of failure and a desire to be the 
best I could be.  Thankfully, at GMC, I had the encouragement to be the best at 
whatever I was doing and the leeway to distinguish myself,” she says.  “By law 
school, something shifted and now I’m driven by the things I feel strongly about 
and the people that I don’t want to let down.”

Right now, as a law clerk, what Mary Beth feels strongly about is helping 
her judge reach the “best, most just results under the law.” And in the future, it 
will be obtaining the best outcome for her clients. 

With a bright future ahead, Mary Beth is certainly carrying forward the 
proud Martinez family tradition of excellence. 

But he was also a mentor I could turn to about school and 
life in general,” she says. “He offered me a real balance…he 
would tell me when I needed to improve, but he was always 
there with a smiling face and his full support.” 

Class of ’53 Lends a Hand—and Gains  
a Granddaughter  

Another important source of support: the GMC Prep 
School Class of ’53, “We got together at our 50th reunion and 
agreed we wanted to do something for GMC. And we wanted 
to create something dynamic and lasting, which wound up 
evolving into an endowment fund, with an award for graduat-
ing seniors,” explains Commander Bill Curry, Prep School 
Class of ’53. “I was extremely pleased to see how many of our 
classmates rallied and stepped up to donate to the fund. We’re 
a patriotic class…we attended high school during turbulent 
times and felt strongly about helping support the school that 
gave so many of us a good start.” 

Classmates chose James Vinson to present the fund’s first 
award to Mary Beth.  “Mary Beth is such an impressive and 
knowledgeable young lady, but what impressed me most is how 
much she loves people and wants to help them,” he said.  “When 
you see those qualities in a young person, you tend to look to their 
parents for similarities.  After getting to know Mr. and Mrs. 
Martinez even briefly, it was easy to see where Mary Beth’s traits 
had originated.”   

The relationship with Mary Beth didn’t end with her award. 
Members of the Class of ’53 were so taken with her, they adopted 

her as their honorary granddaughter and have kept in touch 
through the years.  “She’s a lawyer now, but she’s just the same 
smart, personable girl she was in high school,” James added. “It’s 
been wonderful to watch her progress and see how well she’s doing.” 
Mary Beth also beamed about her relationship with the Class of ’53, 
noting how wonderful it was to join them for their 60th reunion at 
GMC’s graduation in May, 2013. 

The Law Beckons 
After graduation, Mary Beth’s 

journey took her to Athens to attend 
UGA, majoring in English and 
Spanish, with her sights set on a law 
career. “I absolutely love literature and 
writing and applying analytical skills, 
thanks in large part to Nancy Kennedy, 
the best high school English teacher a 
girl could ask for, and my undergrad 
classes gave me a great foundation for 
legal work.” 

Summers found Mary Beth 
studying abroad—one stint at the 
University of Oxford in England, the 
other in Seville, Spain.  Rounding out 
her fourth year as a UGA Tap Dawg 
and graduating Summa Cum Laude 
with highest honors from the honors 
department in 2010, Mary Beth began 
law school at UGA that same fall. 
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Members of the Class of ‘53 and Mary Beth Martinez

James Vinson and  Mary Beth Martinez
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rom the cabin of a Boeing 707 JSTARS, Captain 
Mitchelle Paulk, 29, is directing a group of fighter pilots 
as they close in over an enemy target somewhere over 
the Middle East. As a Georgia Air National Guard Air 
Battle Manager, his job is to keep track of all assets in the 

area, oversee his team’s safety, direct them to their targets and 
ensure successful completion of their mission.  His work is intense, 
challenging and dangerous, but Mitchelle wouldn’t have it any other 
way.  “I love working in defense of my country and being able to 
rely on my training and foundation to do my job,” he said. 

Based at Warner Robins Air Force Base in Georgia, Mitchelle 
began laying his foundation in aeronautics at GMC, a school that 
wasn’t initially on his radar.  “I considered other schools, but met a 
GMC recruiter in high school and was impressed.  Once I visited, I 
saw the value of the small class sizes, the dedication of the teachers 
and the ability to transfer credits to a four-year school.” 

But Mitchell’s first few months at GMC were a bit bumpy.  “I 
initially didn’t like it because I was so air-focused.  Things improved 
once I started focusing on academics, and now I realize everything I 
did at GMC led me to where I am.” 

Beyond the classroom, his role as a cadet and regimental 

commander taught him the value of military duty and discipline. 
As a member of the Air National Guard, Mitchelle learned to repair 
radar equipment. Mitchelle also attended GMC’s cotillion, which he 
credits with giving him the social self-assurance he would later use 
in both business and military settings. 

After graduation, GMC offered Mitchelle a position as a 
recruiter, deploying him around the country to share his positive 
perspective on GMC with potential students. But even as Mitchelle’s 
recruiting career got off the ground, he never lost sight of working 
in the air. Continuing his education, Mitchelle enrolled in Embry-
Riddle Aeronautical University, where he earned bachelors and 
master’s degrees in aeronautical science. 

“In my current role, I support the Air Force, Army, Marines, 
Navy and coalition partners, so getting a start in the Army was 
more helpful than I could have realized.  I wouldn’t be where I am 
today without the foundation I got at GMC.  Everything I did there 
built my mind, body and character for what I’m doing today,” he 
said.  “That’s why I feel it’s vitally important to continue to support 
the school…to give those who’ve followed the same opportunity to 
succeed.” 

F

MITCHELLE PAULK
This GMC Alumnus and Former Staff Member has 

TAKEN HIS CAREER TO GREAT HEIGHTS

A l u m n i  S p o t l i g h t A l u m n i  S p o t l i g h t

I WOULDN’T BE WHERE I AM TODAY WITHOUT THE FOUNDATION 
I GOT AT GMC.
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The GMC Prep School Class of 2014 set their sights high, 
worked hard, accomplished their goal and made a difference sure 
to last for years to come. 

Earlier this year, the Class of 2014 and the school’s Student 
Government Association (SGA) launched a fundraiser to benefit 
students needing financial assistance to attend GMC. Inspired 
by General Caldwell’s initiative to expand access to GMC, the 
seniors challenged their classmates to make a donation of $20.14 
(the numbers of their class year).  Meanwhile, General Caldwell 
promised the school would match donations made by June 30th 
up to $25,000.

Even before the deadline arrived, the group had raised $12,500, 
qualifying for the full GMC match and creating a $25,000 endow-

ment fund. GMC will now use the fund to support student scholar-
ships in perpetuity. 

The generous seniors, with help from their friends and families, 
have also made GMC history, becoming the first graduating class 
to create such a scholarship fund.  “These kids know they’ve been 
fortunate to have a GMC education, and they understand what a 
blessing it is to be able to pass that gift on to other students,” said 
Anne Mason, GMC Prep School teacher, SGA advisor and GMC 
graduate (HS’81). “I’m incredibly proud of their effort and the mark 
they’ve made. They’re a real group of go-getters and I can’t wait to 
see what each of them does next!”

Prep School Class of 2014 

Makes History With Scholarship Fund

On the morning of the last formation of the year, Bulldog Club President Sally Price and Vice President James McCue 
present a check for $2,000.14 to LtGen Caldwell in support of the Class of 2014 Scholarship initiative.

Held in the Old Capitol legislative chambers, the event included 

nearly 100 invited guests, a delicious lunch of home style smothered 

chicken, and the unprecedented opportunity for GMC donors, staff 

and students to connect. “It was a wonderful way for donors—and 

our student services and financial aid staff—to meet scholarship 

recipients and see firsthand how those dollars are helping change 

lives,” said Marsha Grimes, Director of Advancement Services. 

“During lunch, students shared stories about their GMC experience 

and future plans…donors shared their ties to the school…and 

everyone just loved it.” 

Before lunch, GMC Foundation chair Dudley Rowe spoke about 

GMC’s goal to significantly increase the scholarship fund, followed 

by a talk by GMC president, Lieutenant General Caldwell after the 

meal. Russ Walden, Foundation Trustee, spoke about the scholarship 

he established honoring his father, a former teacher at GMC.  And 

Ben Plexico, Class of ’73, shared the inspirational story of how his 

class has risen to the challenge of launching a scholarship fund in 

memory of deceased 70s era classmates. 

“For everyone involved, the luncheon was uplifting.  No longer 

was anyone simply a name on a piece of paper,” Marsha said.  

“Meeting in person helped them become ‘real’ to each other, to 

have a deeper appreciation for just how much those 

donation dollars matter.” 

So successful was this first luncheon that plans are 

already underway for the second annual event, to be 

held in the spring of 2015. So stay tuned!

Inaugural Scholarship Donor and Recipient Luncheon 

“Delightful.” That’s how one donor summed up the inaugural 
GMC Scholarship Donor and Recipient Luncheon on May 2nd. 

Will Robinson Scholarship recipient Jalen Rozier with Marcia 
and Ed Robinson

William R. “Bill” Craig Scholarship recipient Ashely Vinson with Celia Craig, 
Patsy Craig, Susan Craig, and Henry Craig

GMC ’73 Scholarship recipients Kendra Wilson, Trey Bridges and Andrew Kirkland with 
Jim Kjer and Ben Plexico

Alumni Scholarship recipient Taylor Long with Shannon New-Diaz, Suzanne 
Ratliff and Ed Robinson
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Steinway Concert Series
presents

Atlanta Pops  
featuring Katie Deal

December 14, 2014 
Sunday, 3 pm

OFFICE OF ADVANCEMENT

478-445-0202

Katie Deal 
Heavily influenced by legendary leading ladies Doris Day, 
Rosemary Clooney, Billie Holiday and Etta James, Katie  
exudes an essence of nostalgia when she sings. Best 
known for her uncanny portrayal of Patsy Cline, Katie is 
delighted by the opportunity to perform some of her  
all-time favorite holiday songs.

Watch for information on our upcoming spring concert.  

Goldstein Center for the Performing Arts 
$10 General Admission | $5 Student (with ID)

Join us for a dessert and coffee reception with the artists immediately following the concert.

Georgia Military College  |  www.gmc.cc.ga.us

Christmas in theAir

S T E I N W A Y  S O C I E T Y

To o u r 2013-2014 s p o n s o r s.

p l aT i n u M  $ 1 , 0 0 0  o r  M o r e

Mrs. Beegee Baugh 
MG and Mrs. Peter J. Boylan, USA (Ret.)
Mr. Malcolm Burgess  
LtGen and Mrs. William B. Caldwell, IV, USA (Ret.)
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Joris
Dr. Kenneth Marks and Mr. Steven Rogers 
Dr. and Mrs. Patrick J. Neligan   
Mr. and Mrs. David Sinclair   
Mr. and Mrs. Clinton E. Thompson
Mr. and Mrs. Russell E. Walden

Dr. Elizabeth Youngblood

G o l d  $ 5 0 0  -  $ 9 9 9
Mr. and Mrs. John Collins   
Drs. Robert and Anne Culberson
Mr. and Mrs. G. Lee Dickens, Jr.   
Dr. and Mrs. Michael A. Duke
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Dunlop 
Dr. and Mrs. George L. Echols 
Dr. and Mrs. John H. Ferguson
Mrs. William M. Headley  
Mrs. James B. Helton, Jr.*  
Dr. Maidana K. Nunn
Dudley and Jenny Rowe  
Mr. Dewey D. Schade  
The Peyton Anderson Foundation 
    Mr. Ed Sell  
Randy and Elizabeth Sheppard 
COL and Mrs. Fred Van Horn, USA (Ret.)

Mr. John T. Williamson

s i lv e r  $ 2 5 0  -  $ 4 9 9
Dr. and Mrs. R. Andrew Bradley
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Fraser 
Mrs. Jake L. Goldstein
Ms. Nancy Ann Good   
Mrs. Ellen Goodrich
MG* and Mrs. Thomas Greer

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Grimes
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond L. Handlan
Ms. Merel J. Harrison  
Mrs. Renee Johnson  
Dr. and Mrs. Don King
LTC and Mrs. James T. Kjer, USA (Ret.)
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Lefkove
Mr. and Mrs. Harold D. Mason, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. McMillan, III
Dr. and Mrs. Seth Rion  
Ms. Dorothy Robertson  
Mrs. Gloria Smith
Mark and Julie Strom   
Mrs. Betty Thompson

Mr. and Mrs. Gary L Thrower

B r o n z e  u p  T o  $ 2 4 9
Mrs. Valette Jordan Adkins
Mrs. Ravonda Bargeron
Mr. and Mrs. James Barker
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Barnes
Ms. Ann M. Bertoli
Guerry and Diane Brooks
Ms. Britt Owen Byrd
Drs. Dan and Ann B. Caldwell
Dr. and Mrs. Jack B. Caskey
Century Bank and Trust
    Mr. Chat Daniels
Ms. Elizabeth R. Chandler
Mr. and Mrs. Vince Ciampa
Mr. Jeremy Cloud
Ms. Tina Marie Coletti
Mrs. Lauren Benson Deen
COL Charles Ennis
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffery Flood
Mrs. Carolyn S. Fordham
Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Freel
Mrs. Emily Garner
Mrs. Janeen S. Garpow

Dr. Beth Goldstein
Mrs. Nathalie Goodrich
Mr. Chase Grimes
MAJ Karen K. Grimes
Ms. Inez Hawkins
Mrs. Robert H. Herndon, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Tom M. Hines, Jr.
Mrs. Elish Hurst
Ms. Jane M. Hutterly
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis M. Iuliucci
MAJ and Mrs. Bob Irwin
Ms. Andrea Kay
Ms. Mary Lawrence Kennickell
Mr. and Mrs. K. G. Klinck
Dr. and Mrs. M. Robert Lowe
Mr. and Mrs. Morris Martin
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Mileski
Mr. and Mrs. Luther Minor
Ms. Winifred Mitchell
Mr. Ronald Nocera
Mrs. Shirly A. O’Quinn
Mr. and Mrs. Ace Parker
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene G. Peek, II
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Peevy
Ms. Ann Ragan
Dr. and Mrs. John E. Sallstrom
Mr. Louie H. Seabolt
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Sell
Reverend and Mrs. William H. Stubba
Mr. and Mrs. L. N. Thompson, III
Mr. Rob Thrower
Mr. and Mrs. Grady Torrance
Town and Country Garden Club
    Mrs. Gail Smith
COL and Mrs. E. Yancey Walker, USA (Ret.)
Denise and Jim Wansley  
Mr. and Mrs. Gene Weinberger
Dr. and Mrs. C. D. Williamson, II
   *In Memory

s T e i n way  s o C i e T y  M e M B e r s
(July 1, 2013 - June 30, 2014)

Support the arts 

through your gift to the 

Steinway Concert Series. 

Renew your membership 

in the Steinway Society today 

to ensure the continuation 

of outstanding musical 

performances at 

Georgia Military College.
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To become a member of the Steinway Society, you may make your gift to the Steinway Concert Series
online at:    www.gmcfoundation.org 
or mail to:  GMC Foundation  |  201 East Greene Street  |  Milledgeville, GA 31061-3398



     

PICTURE YOURSELF 
                as part of our hist or y!

Friday, October 24   

8:30 am- 4:30 pm Online Recall previews  
  Sibley-Cone Library

  Preview the online yearbook collection   
  (1945; 1949; 1951-1968); see the military uniform  
  exhibit representing the years from 1898-1975;   
  and enjoy the recently redone Special Collections.  
  Exhibit displays for Carl Vinson, Culver Kidd and  
  Band Company memorabilia / trophies.
 
9:30 am   Golf Tournament
  Milledgeville Country Club

  A special 18-hole golf outing for all interested   
  alumni. Format will be a four-person scramble   
  (best shot). The charge for green fees is $50   
  (includes golf cart and box lunch), payable by cash or   
  check only. All participants must arrive at the   
  MCC Golf Shop by 9:30 a.m. To pre-register,   
  please contact Earlene Hamilton at 478-445-0205  
  by Wednesday, October 22.
 
10 am - 4 pm Old Capital Museum Tours
  Complimentary for the weekend 

  Located on the   
  ground floor of   
  the Old Capitol   
  Building, Georgia’s  
  Old Capital   
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C)

a picture says a thousand words .... 
so don’t miss your chance to be in this one.

PICTURE   YOURSELF    

               as part of our history!

  Museum relates the story of Milledgeville and   
  the Oconee River valley from prehistory into the  
  twentieth century.  Special exhibit:    
  From Broomstick to Musket: Women of the South, 
  (1861-1865).

1:30 pm	 	 Registration	Opens	-	Welcome back!
  The Kidd Center
 
2:00 - 3:00 pm Academic Complex Tours
  Atrium 

  The Kidd Center
  Atrium  

  Tours of Baugh Barracks
	 	 Ruark	Athletic	Complex
  Craig and Couch Fields 
  Shuttle leaves from Cordell parking lot
 
3:30 - 4:30 pm Usery Hall Tours
  Atrium

5:00 pm	 	 Reception	&	Tailgate	Dinner
  The Kidd Center 
 
7:30 pm  Football Game/Homecoming
  Davenport Field 

  GMC Prep vs. Lincoln County
  Tickets available at the gate

Saturday, October 25

9:00 am			 Registration	Opens	-	Welcome back!
  The Kidd Center
 
10:30 am   Alumni Parade
  Grant Parade 
  MG William P. Acker, JC 1950, former GMC   
  president and Distinguished Alumnus will be this   
  year’s speaker. Join the 136th Corps of Cadets in  
  the parade as a member of the alumni platoon.    
  Alumni Awards recipients will be introduced   
  during the program. 

11:30 am			 Awards	Presentations	&	Brunch
  The Kidd Center

1:00 pm  Gold Brigade (50th) Reunion
  Sibley-Cone Library

  Other reunions

1:30 pm  Reunion Class Photographs
  The Kidd Center

1:00 -3:00 pm   Academic Complex Tours
  Atrium 

  The Kidd Center
  Atrium  

  Usery Hall Tours
  Atrium 

  Tours of Baugh Barracks
	 	 Ruark	Athletic	Complex
  Craig and Couch Fields 
  Shuttle leaves from Cordell parking lot
 

12:00 - 4:00 pm   Old Capital Museum Tours
  Complimentary for the weekend 

  Located on the ground floor of the Old Capitol   
  Building, Georgia’s Old Capital Museum relates the  
  story of Milledgeville and the Oconee River valley  
  from prehistory into the twentieth century.    
  Special exhibit: From Broomstick to Musket:   
  Women of the South, (1861-1865). 

5:30 pm   Social 
  The Kidd Center
  Mix  and mingle with classmates.   

6:30 pm  Dinner	
7:30 pm	 	 Dance
  Enjoy a delicious dinner and bring your dancing  
  shoes to celebrate the weekend with the return   
  performance of  The Soul Purpose Band. 

Alumni Weekend 2014
October 23-25 

135 YEARS  

C E L E B R A T I N G

G E O R G I A  M I L I TA R Y  C O L L E G E

1879   2014  

A

B

135 YEARS  

C E L E B R A T I N G

1879   2014  

Thursday, October 23

6:00 - 9:00 pm Homecoming	Bonfire	and	Pep	Rally
  Between Kidd Center and Baugh Barracks

  Light refreshments and music with plenty of   
  room for chairs and blankets.
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C A M P U S  N E W S

To read her resume, you’d have to 

wonder whether AnaLese Bridges has 

more than 24 hours in each day.  Her 

academic record is near perfect, with a 

legal career well on track. Her list of 

awards fills two pages; her activities and 

interests are extensive and her commu-

nity service totals more than 640 hours.  

And oh-by-the-way, AnaLese is just 17.

AnaLese’s drive and focus are nothing 

new. At age four, during a visit to the 

courthouse with her mom, AnaLese 

wandered into the courtroom chambers. 

“I remember it vividly. I climbed up into 

the judge’s chair, looked around and 

banged the gavel. My mother immediately 

found me and gently asked me to get down. 

I said ‘my chair mommy!’” Just a few years 

later, AnaLese was holding court on her 

elementary school playground to help 

classmates resolve differences.   

Fast forward a decade and AnaLese is 

laser focused on becoming a U.S. Supreme 

Court Justice. Toward that end, she works 

with the Victims’ Advocacy Unit of the 

District Attorney’s office, which bolsters her 

legal experience and fortifies her passion for 

the legal profession.  Meanwhile, her stellar 

academic record at GMC’s Prep School and 

myriad extra curricular activities will undoubt-

edly help land a choice college acceptance.

But AnaLese says her proudest honor is 

the GMC Prep School “Distinguished Order 

of the Servant Leader Award” with five oak 

leaf clusters, recognizing more than 640 

hours of community service.  Making the 

award even more special is its historical 

significance: AnaLese is the first Cadet in 

GMC history to receive it. She hopes this 

inspires and challenges other Cadets to 

volunteer.

From fundraisers and childcare to 

mentoring, tutoring, and promoting youth 

literacy, AnaLese puts her heart and soul 

into helping others. “I don’t do it for the 

hours. I do it because I love it,” she says. “I 

learn and get back so much more than I 

give. The rewarding feeling (of volunteering) 

is such a joy…you just can’t put a price on it.” 

AnaLese credits her mother, Barbara 

Bundrage, for being a true role model.  

“She’s a divorced mom, always working hard 

and supporting me,” says AnaLese.  “There’s 

a silent dignity and poise she carries. The 

drastic change in her household status didn’t 

change her focus. She says ‘through belief in 

God, all things are possible.’ That’s something 

I truly aspire to emulate.” 

Barbara was especially proud when 

AnaLese was selected this summer to 

attend the American Legion Auxiliary’s “Geor-

gia Girls State,” a national citizenship training, 

based on her scholastic 

ranking and interest in 

government. During her week 

of training, AnaLese was selected as 

one of two “State Senators” to 

attend “Girls Nation,” held in 

Washington, DC., which includes the 

opportunity to meet President 

Obama.  AnaLese was also awarded 

the Samsung Scholarship, awarded 

annually to an outstanding Girls State 

member who is a direct descendant 

of a wartime veteran. 

So what does AnaLese do during 

her downtime (does AnaLese have 

downtime?)? “I’m a competitive 

marksman on the GMC rifle team.  I 

also enjoy being a member of the flag 

core team, dancing and just unwinding 

with friends,” she says. But her thoughts are 

quick to return to her goals. “I especially 

appreciate being in the JROTC and serving in 

a leadership role there,” she adds. 

In the end, it’s balance that AnaLese 

seeks. “As a judge, I want to be able to listen 

to both sides, weigh the arguments and 

decide what’s right,” she says. “As a U.S. 

Supreme Court justice, I could weigh the 

evidence and decide what is beneficial to our 

nation, to the constitution and to the majority 

of Americans.” 

AnaLese, you’re well on your way!

Oyez, Oyez! 
INTRODUCING FUTURE JUDGE, 

THE ESTEEMED ANALESE MARIE BRIDGES! 

Bridges chosen as Girls’ Nation 
Senator

Analese with Major General LaWarren V. Patterson, Commander 
of the U.S. Army Signal Center of Excellence and Fort Gordon

During the thirteenth annual Grand Tattoo 

and Command Retreat, the President of 

Georgia Military College, LtGen William B. 

Caldwell, IV, honored GMC teachers and 

faculty members who distinguished 

themselves during the school year 2013-2014. 

Mr. Randy New, Chairman of the GMC Board 

of Trustees assisted President Caldwell with 

the presentations. Each award recipient was 

presented with The President’s Award for 

Excellence medallion, a check for $500, and 

an engraved watch presented by the GMC 

Foundation.

GMC Preparatory School 

Teacher of the Year:  Stacie 

Stevenson

The President of Georgia 

Military College declares that 

Stacie Stevenson is the “GMC 

Preparatory School Teacher of 

the Year.”  She is cited for 

representing the values, ideals, 

and caring nature essential to 

successfully teaching the youth 

of our Preparatory School during 

school year 2013-2014.

GMC Preparatory School 

Character Educator of the 

Year:  Dr. Linda Brown 

The President of Georgia 

Military College declares that 

Dr. Linda Brown is the “GMC 

Preparatory School Character Educator of the 

Year.”  She is cited for elevating student 

understanding of ethics and for the creative 

and innovative manner in which she inspired 

students to value ethical behavior during 

school year 2013-2014.

GMC Junior College Educator of the 

Year:  Assistant Professor Erik Walton

The President of Georgia Military College 

declares that Assistant Professor Erik Walton, 

GMC Warner Robins is the GMC Junior 

College Educator of the Year.  He is cited for 

representing the values, ideals, and caring 

nature essential to successfully teaching our 

college students during school year 2013-2014.

GMC Junior College Character Educator 

of the Year:  Professor Tamara White 

The President of Georgia Military College 

declares that Professor Tamara White, GMC 

Fairburn, is the “GMC Junior College 

Character Educator of the Year.”  She is cited 

for elevating student understanding of ethics 

and for the creative and innovative manner in 

which she inspired students to value ethical 

behavior during school year 2013-2014.  

Vulcan Teaching Excellence Award:   

LTC (Ret.) Pamela 

McKenzie-Rundle 

The President of 

Georgia Military 

College awards the 

Vulcan Teaching 

Excellence Award to 

LTC (Retired) Pamela 

McKenzie-Rundle. 

GMC Fairburn, for 

demonstrating 

strong academic 

skills in the 

classroom and 

providing leadership 

and support in other 

areas of campus life.

C A M P U S  N E W S

GMC Honors Educators

LtCol Edward Shelor was named the 2013-2014 GMC Employee of the Year for 

contributing most to the accomplishment of the GMC mission during the school year.  

LtCol Edward Shelor, Associate Professor of History, is a model GMC employee 

whose actions speak volumes about his commitment to GMC and our students.  In 

addition to being an outstanding member of the faculty, he has been instrumental in 

organizing the Milledgeville campus Student Veterans Association; he helped three 

GMC students earn congressional internships, he won the GMC Ethics Lesson plan 

competition, and he serves on the Student Honor Council, the GMC Disciplinary 

Committee, the Equity Grievance Panel, Phi Theta Kappa, the Georgia Civil War 

Commission, the City-County Consolidation Committee, and he is an Ethics bowl 

moderator and judge.  

In his spare time, he is a volunteer fireman, teaches Sunday school, presents 

speeches at the World History Association, runs triathlons and most recently, he 

completed his Education Specialist degree.LtGen Caldwell and LtCol Edward Shelor

This award recognizes the GMC employee who contributes most to 
accomplishment of the GMC mission during school year just ending.

Stacie Stevenson, Dr. Linda Brown, LTC (Ret.) Pamela McKenzie-Rundle, 
Tamara White, Erik Walton

Analese served as a page for Senator Cecil Staton and 
Lieutenant Governor Casey Cagle during the 2011 Legislative 
Session of the Georgia General Assembly.



C A M P U S  N E W S

Georgia Military College 
hosts 

SIX GRADUATION CEREMONIES 
FOR CLASS OF 2014 ACROSS THE STATE

FAIRBURN CAMPUS 
May 22 
Speaker:  Roy Barnes
Former Governor, State of Georgia

GMC PREP SCHOOL
May 30
Speaker: Colonel Fred Van Horn, USA (Ret.) 
Executive Vice President and Honorary Alumnus 
of Georgia Military College

VALDOSTA CAMPUS
May 30
Speaker:  Dr. James Laplant 
Interim Dean of the Graduate School and 
Assistant Vice-President for Research at Valdosta 
State University. 

AUGUSTA CAMPUS 
May 31
Speaker:  Major General Perry M. Smith, 
USAF (Ret.)
Teacher, speaker, TV and radio commentator 
and author

MILLEDGEVILLE AND  
COLUMBUS CAMPUSES
May 31
Speaker:  Stanley “Stas” Preczewski, Ph.D.
President of Georgia Gwinnett College

WARNER ROBINS CAMPUS 
June 14 
Speaker:  Mayor Randy Toms 
City of Warner Robins and GMC Alumnus
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C A M P U S  N E W S

Mrs. Anne Martin 
presented the Class 
of 1953 Scholarship, 
a $500 award, to 
Kevin Stuart 
Myers, Valedictorian, 
and the Class of 
1953 Faculty Award 
for Teaching 
Excellence,   
a $500 award, to   
Dr. Linda Brown.

Robert J. Koontz, 
with Dr. Preczewski 
and LtGen Caldwell, 
received the Peter J. 
Boylan Award, 
recognizing him as 
the Milledgeville 
Campus Distin-
guished Graduating 
Student. Koontz also 
received the Cadet 
Leadership Excel-
lence Award. He  
will attend USMA  
at West Point in  
the fall. 

Mr. Usery  
congratulates Nicki 
Lebendiger, the 
2014 recipient of  
the W. J. Usery, Jr. 
Award for Excel-
lence, a $500 cash 
award presented 
annually to the 
senior who  
exemplifies the  
ideals of the 
academic, military, 
and citizenship 
pursuits at Georgia 
Military College  
Prep School.

The GMC High School Class of 1953 Award is an endowed 
scholarship presented annually to one senior who has 
exhibited outstanding academic achievement and to one 
member of the GMC prep school faculty who has demon-
strated teaching excellence. 



 In a time-honored military 

tradition dating back to the 

U.S. Continental Army, GMC 

held a Change of Command 

Ceremony on June 25, 

recognizing a formal transfer 

of authority and responsibil-

ity within its ranks. 

During the ceremony, 

LTC James Lopez, outgoing 

Professor of Military Sci-

ence, transferred authority 

of the Old Capitol Guard 

Battalion to LTC Tom Nelson, 

incoming Professor of Mili-

tary Science, who officially 

assumed command of the 

Battalion.

Key to the Change of 

Command Ceremony is the 

passing of the unit’s colors, 

symbolizing the transfer of 

command. Traditionally, the passing of unit colors also demonstrates 

to the unit’s soldiers that the mantle of leadership—and loyalties of 

the soldiers—have been 

passed to the new com-

mander.  

During in the ceremony, 

roses were presented to 

LTC Nelson’s wife, Michelle, 

and daughters Catherine and 

Emma, as well as the Old 

Capital Guard Battalion coin 

to his son, Miles, on behalf 

of the Cadre, Staff, and Ca-

dets of the Old Capitol Guard 

Battalion. The roses repre-

sent continued growth and 

commitment, wherever the 

soldier is assigned to duty. 

After the formal event, 

guests gathered in front of 

the Legislative Chambers  

to extend their farewells to 

LTC Lopez, who served as 

Battalion commander for  

four years, and welcome  

the Nelsons to GMC.
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On June 10, 2014 Lieutenant General 

William B. Caldwell IV, president of Georgia 

Military College (GMC), and Dr. Ivelaw Lloyd 

Griffith, president of Fort Valley State Univer-

sity (FVSU), signed an articulation agreement 

that will allow GMC students to apply their 

associate degree credits toward FVSU bac-

calaureate degrees.  GMC students will be 

able to transfer degree credits without losing 

credit hours, providing a more seamless 

transition to FVSU.  

“GMC is a liberal arts-based, two-year 

college. Although we serve 250 ROTC cadets 

(at the Milledgeville Campus), the vast major-

ity of our students are typical community 

college students.  GMC has nine campuses, 

including Warner Robins, throughout the 

state and serves about 12,000 students 

annually, many of whom go on to pursue 

baccalaureate degrees at four-year colleges 

and universities,” Lt. Gen. Caldwell said. “As 

one of only five historically black colleges 

and universities in Georgia, Fort Valley State 

University offers significant opportunities for 

our students to further their education.” 

Dr. Ivelaw Lloyd Griffith, president of 

FVSU, said, “I’m delighted that we are build-

ing this partnership with Georgia Military 

College, which has a splendid reputation 

for making the dreams of young men and 

women come true. Not only will young 

men and women be able to complete their 

baccalaureate degrees at Fort Valley State 

University, but I know some of them also will 

want to pursue their master’s degrees with 

us,” he said. 

Lt. Gen. Caldwell noted that, “GMC holds 

articulation agreements with 35 colleges 

and universities in Georgia, and will continue 

to pursue agreements with other four-year 

colleges and universities in order to support 

Governor Nathan Deal’s Complete College 

Georgia initiative, as well as to support Geor-

gia Military College graduates who desire to 

pursue baccalaureate degrees.” 

Dr. Ivelaw Lloyd Griffith, president of Fort Valley State University and Lieutenant General William B. Caldwell, IV, President of Georgia Military College

GEORGIA MILITARY COLLEGE 

SIGNS ARTICULATION AGREEMENT WITH 
FORT VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY

A CHANGE OF COMMAND 
FOR THE PROFESSOR OF MILITARY SCIENCE

(Above) LTC James Lopez transferred 

authority to LTC Tom Nelson

(Right) LTC Tom Nelson, his wife  

Michelle, daughters Catherine, and 

Emma and son, Miles 

C A M P U S  N E W S

The Craig Memorial 
Pheasant Shoot

March 7, 2015
to benefit the William R. “Bill” Craig 

Scholarship Endowment.

Gifts may be made online at 
www.gmcfoundation.org 
or checks to: GMC Foundation 
(for William R. “Bill” Craig Scholarship Endowment)
GMC Foundation, 201 E. Greene St., Milledgeville, GA 31061. 
For more information, call 478-445-0202.

s a v e  t h e  d a t eS A V E  T H E  D A T E

GMC will host a 

VIETNAM WAR 
COMMEMORATIVE CEREMONY 

on 

NOVEMBER 14, 2014
 2:30 p.m.  |  GRANT PARADE

The 136th Corps of Cadets will parade in honor of 
Georgia’s Vietnam War Veterans. Veterans desiring 
to march in the parade will be given the opportu-
nity to do so. Seating and assistance for disabled 
veterans will be provided. Refreshments will be 
served following the commemorative event. 
 
Reviewing officer will be Lt. General (Ret.) Wil-
liam B. Caldwell, IV, President of Georgia Military 
College. Distinguished speaker will be Lt. General 
(Ret.) Claude M. Kicklighter, Director of the Viet-
nam War Commemoration and GMC alumnus.



C A M P U S  N E W S
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Milledgeville

Student ambassadors from GMC Columbus were 
recently invited to visit Mr. Bill Turner, grandson 
of W.C. Bradley and the past Chairman and Chief 
Executive Officer of the W.C. Bradley Co. and 
author of  The Learning of Love – A Journey 
Toward Servant Leadership.  During their lunch 
meeting, Mr. Turner offered advice and answered 
questions generated by the ambassadors’ recent 
reading of Mr. Turner’s book.

Pictured are (L-R) Thomas Morgan,   
Mr. William “Bill” Turner, Eve Pratheepratana, 
Briana Shoulders, Bre’shan Williams 
(back) Colton Cox

The Valdosta Campus hosted a community 5K run on June 28, 2014 
to raise money for student scholarships at GMC Valdosta.  Of the 63 
registered participants, ten were GMC employees.  More than a 

dozen other employees and students served as volunteers.  Nearly 
$2,000 was earned from donations and registrations. 

Georgia Military College hosted the fourth annual  
Old Capital Triathlon in Milledgeville, Ga., on May 25, 2014.  
The Sprint Triathlon began at 7:00 a.m. at the Legacy at 
Sinclair condominiums, with racers competing in a 500-yard 
swim, 18-mile bike, and 3.1-mile run to win awards for 
specific age groups. The event raised $5,323 to benefit 
scholarships for students in need.  
Visit www.gmctriathlon.com for more information.

Columbus

Valdosta

GMC DOLLARS FOR SCHOLARS 5K

A T H L E T I C S

August 23  Navarro College   1:00 PM Corsicana, Tx.
August 30  Open     
September 6  Kilgore College   1:00 PM Milledgeville, Ga.  
September 13  ASA (NY)   1:00 PM Neutral/TBD
September 20  Middle Georgia State   1:00 PM Milledgeville, Ga.
September 27  College of DuPage  1:00 PM Glen Ellyn, Ill.
October 4  Nassau    1:00 PM Garden City, N.Y.
October 11  Tyler CC   1:00 PM Milledgeville, Ga.
October 18  Atlanta Sports Academy 2:00 PM Milledgeville, Ga.
October 25  Arkansas Baptist College 1:00 PM Little Rock, Ariz.  
November 1  Mississippi Delta    Home/Columbus 
November 9  Lackawana College  1:00 PM Neutral/TBD
December 6  NJCAA BOWL GAME

Game times are local and home contests played at historic Davenport Field.

2014 GEORGIA MILITARY JC FOOTBALL SCHEDULE

On a perfect spring day in May, a full field of golfers teed up at the 

Milledgeville Country Club to make the 24th annual GMC/Lew Cordell 

Memorial Golf Tournament a rousing success.  A total of 28 teams 

participated in the Lauderdale format tournament, a fundraiser held 

every year since junior college football returned to GMC in 1991. 

“The Cordell Memorial has become one of the best attended, 

best supported community fundraising tournaments in the area, 

thanks to such enthusiastic local support. To our sponsors, silent 

auction contributors, individual donors and event volunteers, we’re 

entirely grateful,” said GMC Athletic Director & Head Football Coach 

Bert Williams. “The support we receive for this tournament makes 

a significant difference every year for our team and athletic depart-

ment.”

Donations are used to provide for both academic and athletic 

needs, ranging from books and scholarships to sports equipment, 

recruiting expenses and professional staff development. The two-day 

event kicked off with a cookout, silent auction and Texas Hold’Em 

tournament, attended by about 130 guests. 

Next year’s tournament will be held May 1-2, so save the dates!

 

2014 GMC/Lew Cordell Memorial Golf  Tournament 
Hits Another Hole-in-One!

2014 Flight Winners

First Flight     Second Flight     Third Flight                    

1st Place - Century Bank #2  1st Place - Grant Financial    1st Place - Team Wheat

Harold Mason, Captain   Dean Grant, Captain   Ken Wheat, Captain

Dennis Seymour   Alan Grant    Ryan Brewer

Bobby Brown    Jeff Hudson    Courtney Leavitt

Stephen Amerson   Harrison Grant    John Sullivan



’63  Joe Mobley (HS‘63, JC’65) has been 
a tour guide for the Milledgeville Convention 
and Visitors Bureau for nearly five years. Aboard 
an iconic trolley that looks like a ruby red 
rectangle on wheels, he shares stories of the 
town’s past and its historic buildings and sites, 
one of which is GMC’s main campus. As an 
alumnus and current alumni board president-
elect, Mobley is in a unique position to give 
visitors an insider’s perspective on GMC’s 
special place in the history of Baldwin County 
and Milledgeville. 

’75  Shannon New Diaz (HS’75, JC’77) 
once again served as coordinator of the annual 
Baldwin County Special Olympics track and 
field event, and husband Diego Diaz (HS’72, 
JC’75) helped with the event and supported 
her. Special Olympics is a sports and athletic 
program for people with intellectual disabilities. 
Diego is pictured with the torch for the event, 
walking beside Humberto Sanchez, one of the 
Special Olympics athletes, to begin the first leg 
of the torch run. 

’81  Donald E. Thomas, Jr. MD (JC‘81) 
has written a patient education book called The 
Lupus Encyclopedia: A Comprehensive Guide 
for Patients and Families, which was published 

and released by Johns Hopkins University 
Press in June 2014. It is a very comprehensive 
guide for patients, giving practical advice to 
people who suffer from the autoimmune 
disease called lupus, in which he has a special 
interest. Thomas is in private practice in 
Greenbelt, Md.; is an Assistant Professor of 
Medicine at the Uniformed Services of the 
Health Sciences in 
Bethesda, Md.; 
and teaches 
doctors and 
medical students 
regularly at Walter 
Reed National 
Medical Center. 
He currently 
serves as the 
Chair of the 
Medical and 
Scientific Advisory 
Council of the Lupus 
Foundation of 
America DC/MD/VA 
chapter. Thomas 
shared that he is 
forever grateful to 
GMC for giving him 
a scholarship which 
allowed him to go to 
college when his 
family did not have 
the means to do so.

’89  Reginald Neal (JC‘89) was promoted 
to the rank of Colonel on June 13, 2014 
at Ft. Stewart, Ga.  During the pinning 
ceremony, COL Neal shared highlights 
of the time he spent at Georgia Military 

College, reflected on his 
27-year military career, and 
showcased various 
uniforms that he has worn 
over the years. Each 
uniform represented 
defining time periods in his 
career. COL Neal was 
pinned by his father, Rev. 
Richard Neal, MSG (Ret.), 
and COL Thomas Carden, 
GA ARNG-Chief of Staff. 
COL Neal serves as the GA 
Army National Guard G3 (DCS-OPS).

’90  Bernard Warrington (JC‘90) was 
promoted to the rank of Colonel on  
February 1, 2014. His wife of 19 years, TaMekii 
Clark, formerly of Conyers Ga., his children, 
Naomi (16 yrs.), and Nigel (13 yrs.), and his 
mother, Martha Mills of St. Croix, USVI, were 
present.  COL Warrington shared, “God has 
blessed me far beyond my imagination. A 
portion of my success is due to my formative 
young adult years at GMC that enabled my 
personal and professional growth and resilience 
over the years.”  Warrington is the US PACOM 
Defense Coordinating Officer in Hawaii. 

’91  LTC Lawrence “LJ” Baker (JC‘91) 
is serving as 1ABCT, Deputy Commander 
based in Camp Buehring, Kuwait. He shared a 
photo of himself with GEN Lloyd Austin 
(CENTCOM Commander) when the General  
visited their headquarters.

’43  Jimmy Paul (HS’43, JC’45) gener-
ously donated his camera equipment to GMC.  
Director of Communications, Janeen Garpow, 
accepted the gift on behalf of the Office of 
Advancement. 

’62  Terry Johnson (JC‘62) on behalf of 
the Class of 1962 recently presented LtGen. 
Caldwell, with a handmade wooden replica of 
the “Betsy Ross flag.” This is one of the oldest 
versions of U.S. flags known to exist. The seal 
of the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs uses 
the Betsy Ross flag to represent service to all 

veterans from the American Revolution to the 
present day. When asked what led him to make 
and present the flag, Johnson said, “I have 
been making flags for about 2 years. I was a 
draftsman for 30 years; designed and made the 
working drawing but never made the part.  
Now I get to make the part.  I wanted to do 
something for the general from the Class of 
1962 so I thought the flag would be the   
perfect gift.” 

Benjamin Underwood (JC‘62), long-time Talbott 
Recovery CEO, has announced his retirement 
effective Aug. 15, 2014. He served on the 
Georgia Hospital Association (GHA) Board of 
Trustees from 1991 to 2001 and  is known as a 
pioneer in advancing behavioral health and 
addiction treatment nationwide. Because of his 
tireless services to GHA and nearly five decades 
of leadership in his field, in 2012 Underwood 
became only the seventh person to be awarded 
GHA’s most prestigious award, the GHA Gold 
Honor Award of Excellence. In GHA’s newsletter, 
Earl V. Rogers, GHA Pres- ident and CEO stated, 
“While Ben’s career accom-plishments are 
numerous, those who know him personally 
know he is a true gentleman and a great family 
man. The Georgia 
Hospital 
Association would 
like to wish Ben  
and his lovely 
wife, Sherri, all 
the best in this 
exciting new 
chapter of life. 
They will be 
greatly missed.“
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A T H L E T I C S C L A S S  N O T E S

Morgan takes over women’s 
soccer program, Burnham named 
assistant coach—Courtney Morgan, who 
was an assistant coach for the GMC soccer program 
for the past two seasons, has taken over the head 
coaching duties for the Georgia  Military College 
women’s soccer program for the 2014 season.

Morgan will head up the women’s varsity 
program and will also begin a women’s junior varsity 
team for the first time in school history.

“Courtney has been an integral part of the GMC 
soccer program and is excited about taking on this 

opportunity,” said Coach Williams. “I look forward to 
watching her lead our team this coming season.”

Morgan holds a Bachelor’s of Science degree 
from Emmanuel College (Ga.) in Kinesiology and 
served as team captain while earning first-team  
all-region honors for the Lady Lions.

Morgan will also be joined on the GMC 
women’s coaching staff by Allison Burnham, 
who will serve as an assistant coach for the Lady 
Bulldogs. 

Burnham holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from 
Young Harris College where she played four years 

on the women’s 
soccer team 
as a center 
midfielder. 
She was 
instrumental 
in leading the 
program as the 
college made the transition from a two-year school 
to a four-year school and joining the NCAA Division II 
Peach Belt Conference.

C L A S S  N O T E S

Sexton selected to lead men’s 
soccer program—Dave Sexton has been 
named the new men’s soccer head coach at 
Georgia Military College.

Sexton comes to GMC from Georgia Perimeter 
College, where he has served as an assistant coach 
since 2013, and will begin immediately with the 
Bulldogs’ men’s program.

“I was especially pleased to have the 
opportunity to bring in such an accomplished coach 
as Dave Sexton,” said Williams.  “I was impressed 
with the job he did at Louisburg College as Director 
of Soccer and Head Men’s Coach.  His record on 

the field and his record in graduating his players 
were especially strong. I am excited to have him 
lead our men’s soccer program.”

Sexton was an assistant coach at Southern 
Polytechnic State University (Ga.) from 2011-13 
and also coached at Gol Soccer Academy and The 
Georgia Revolution in the metro Atlanta area.

Sexton enjoyed great success at Louisburg 
College (N.C) as the director of soccer (2007-2011) 
and men’s head coach (1998-2011). 

Sexton’s teams have posted a 196-55-11 
overall record during his collegiate head coaching 
career, including six National Junior College Athletic 
Association (NJCAA) tournament appearances at 

Louisburg. 
He holds a bachelor’s of 

humanities degree from St. 
Mary’s College at the University 
of London, England, and a 
master’s of science degree in 
leisure studies and recreation 
administration from the 
University of North Carolina in Chapel Hill. 

Sexton played at St. Mary’s College at the 
University of London where he was a team captain 
and also represented British Colleges Soccer Team 
(1983-84) and Uxbridge Football Club (1984-86).

Morgan             Burnham

Sexton



’00  LaVance Hurt (JC’00) is well known 
in the Baldwin County area for having a big 
heart and in February 2014, he earned 
state-wide recognition for that trait when he 
received the Big Brother of the Year award for 
his mentoring work. He is a humble man who 
normally shies away for recognition, stating 
instead, “When I mentor, I don’t do it for 
publicity. I do it because it’s my calling in life.” 
Hurt considers his little brother as an extension 
of his biological family and is gratified to see  
the positive changes in the young man’s life. 
“Positive role models and nurturing mentors 
are so important to any community.”

’09  Matthew V Cerniglia (JC’09) arrived 
at Fort Bragg, N.C. in March 2014 and was 
assigned to the 2nd BCT, 82nd ABN DIV as the 
Brigade Provost Marshal.  Cerniglia graduated 
from the Military Police Captains Career  
Course (MPCCC) at Fort Leonard Wood, Mo.  
in December 2013. While attending the 
MPCCC, he simultaneously worked on his 
master’s degree and in February, 2014 earned 
his master’s degree in Business and  
Organizational Security Management from 
Webster University.

 

’10  Taey Wright (HS’10) was the 
guest speaker during the 2014 Prep School 
Senior Luncheon where she offered 
pertinent advice to the graduates about life 
in college and how GMC helped prepare 
her for it.  Taey graduated Magna Cum 
Laude, with departmental honors, from 
Mercer University on May 10 with a B.S. in 
Biochemistry and Molecular Biology  
and a minor in Christianity. During her time 
at Mercer, she served as president of the  
student activities board, QuadWorks, 
worked as an organic chemistry teaching 
assistant, was awarded Mercer’s Bear 
Award for Outstanding Campus Involve-
ment and was selected as Mercer 
University’s Student of the Year. She  
     

     
plans to attend medical school in the fall. 

’13  Kevin Kirby (HS’13), owner of Top 
Cut Lawn & Landscaping was recently featured 
in Milledgeville’s Union Recorder newspaper for 
bringing Project Evergreen’s national initiative, 
“Greencare for Troops” to Milledgeville. Project 
Evergreen is a national non-profit organization 
linking green industry service providers, 
associations, and suppliers. The Greencare 
initiative then links the military with local lawn 
and landscaping firms. According to Kirby, 
“Lawn and landscape maintenance becomes a 
definite hardship when the family’s major 
breadwinner is on active duty away from home. 
The program seeks to ease this stress by 
helping burdened families with the important 
task of caring for their yard and landscape.” 
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C L A S S  N O T E S

When Travis Strickland (HS’89) began 
searching for a new hobby, little did he 
know it would help him find a lost 
memento. For about eight months, 
Strickland, owner of Studio Designs 
Printing, has become an avid metal 
detector. “My friend was in town, and we 
did some metal detecting at different 
places and found some good stuff and I 
thought I’d take a chance in looking for 
something I lost 25 years ago.” Strickland 
was referring to his Georgia Military 
College class ring that he lost in 1989. The 
ring that represented fond memories for 
him was lost, but not forgotten. “It was my 
class ring and it had special meaning to 
me, but there was nothing I could do about 
it so I just accepted it was lost.” When 
Strickland suggested to his friend that they 

use their metal detectors to search for the 
lost class ring, he said it was a shot in the 
dark. “I really didn’t think we would find it. 
The area has been landscaped and has 
changed after all these years. I didn’t think 
it would still be there but it was worth a 
shot,” Strickland said. After getting 
permission from the manager of Day’s Inn, 
the two set out to hunt for a piece of 
personal history. “We were probably there 
for maybe five minutes and we immedi-
ately got a signal,” he said. After moments 
of digging, Strickland says he could see the 
outline of the ring. “I knew it was it before 
we even dug it up.” Buried 5 to 6 inches in 
the ground was Strickland’s GMC class 
ring. He said the ring still fits and he has no 
intentions of letting it out of his sight. 

‘89 Travis Strickland’s newfound hobby reunites him with class ring.     
                     Excerpts of an article By Felicia Cummings, The Union-Recorder
For 25 years, the ring has remained lost in the 
ground near Day’s Inn on North Columbia Street. 

COL Harry M. Hatcher, Jr.
(HS 1936, JC 1938)
February 24, 2010

Lee Roy Herrin
(HS 1942)
May 10, 2014

Lester Ross Shearouse
(HS 1945)
May 16, 2014

Hal C. Waters
(JC 1949)
November 18, 2013

Msgt David Haughee USAF (Ret.)
(HS 1950, JC 1953)
July 3, 2014

Taylor Bingham Israel
(HS 1951)
June 30, 2014

Calvin W. “Cal” Rice, Jr.
(HS 1957)
July 14, 2014

James Taylor “Jim” Booth
(JC 1962)
June 12, 2014

William Gordon Butts
(HS 1962)
June 21, 2014

David Boland
(HS 1966)
June 19, 2014

Keith Henry
(HS 1971, JC 1973)
July 13, 2014

Louise Helton
(Friend)
April 21, 2014

John Benjamin Murray
(Former Staff)
July 22, 2014

T A P S

Georgia Military College and the GMC Alumni Association 
extend our deepest sympathies to the families of these alumni and friends.

Share your news. 
The Cadence would like to keep your classmates up to date with your latest news. 

We want to hear if you have recently married, had a baby, received a promotion, retired, or accomplished some other noteworthy milestone.
Please submit your news online at:  www.gmc.cc.ga.us > Alumni > Share Your News. 

Or, you may contact Earlene Hamilton at: (478) 445-0205, fax: (478) 445-2867 or email: ehamilto@gmc.cc.ga.us.  
You may also mail to: The Cadence, Office of Advancement, 201 East Greene Street, Milledgeville, GA 31061

Please provide your class year(s), degree(s), address, phone number and email.
If you include a photograph, please be sure to identify all people pictured. We look forward to hearing from you! 

HELP US IDENTIFY GMC ALUMNI 
WHO MADE THE ULTIMATE SACRIFICE 

GMC would like to honor a revered group of GMC alumni and we need your help.  

Our new president, LtGen William B. Caldwell, IV USA (Ret.) would like to give appropriate 

recognition to those who served our country and passed away from combat casualties, making the 

ultimate sacrifice for our nation. Toward that goal, we’re working to make our records as accurate 

and complete as possible. 

Here’s how you can help: please take a moment to visit http://www.gmcga.libguides.com/

FallenSoldiers to review the names of GMC heroes who gave their lives in defense of our 

freedom. If you know of someone who should be added to the list, please contact Earlene 

Hamilton at 478-445-0205 or by e-mail at ehamilto@gmc.cc.ga.us. 

      Thank you for helping GMC honor our own. 
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chAnGe service requested

      On November 13, 2014 

         visit GAgivesday.org 

                      and consider donating to the 

                       Georgia	Military	College	Foundation.

               
     For more information, call the 
                GMC	Office	of	Advancement at 478-445-0202.


